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Subject: Petition 0410/2012 by Thomas Lück (German), on uranium in artificial 
fertilisers

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is calling for maximum levels of uranium in artificial fertilisers within the EU. 
Artificial fertilisers contain, among other things, uranium, which may, according to the 
petitioner, threaten drinking water supplies. The discharge of uranium into drinking water 
supplies may make them unfit for human consumption. The petitioner sees the introduction of 
maximum levels of uranium in artificial fertilisers as the only way to guarantee safe drinking 
water supplies.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 July 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 18 December 2012

Mineral phosphate fertilisers may indeed contain certain amounts of uranium, depending on 
their origin. However, the level of soil contamination by uranium varies significantly in the 
different regions of the EU, which is mainly due to the natural presence of uranium in certain 
regional subsoil. 
Input of uranium contained in phosphate fertilisers could be controlled through setting 
maximum limit values for the content of uranium (or radioactivity) in mineral fertilisers or by 
other appropriate measures such as limits on the application rate of phosphate fertilisers per 
hectare in regions where uranium is naturally present in high concentration in the subsoil.
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Moreover, efforts to recycle and reuse phosphates from organic sources and waste are 
increasing, leading to a potential reduction of new uranium inputs through decreasing use of 
mineral fertilisers.
Lastly, the Commission is currently engaged in the preparatory process for a revision of the 
EU Fertilisers Regulation1 which will also examine the need to set limits for a range of 
contaminants.
Conclusion
The Commission will analyse this issue within the framework of the revision of the EU 
Fertilisers Regulation. If the contribution from uranium contained in mineral phosphate 
fertilisers to the pollution of drinking water is confirmed to be a reason of concern – rather 
than the natural background concentrations in certain regions – and measures at local or 
regional level are not efficient, the Commission will consider addressing the issue by 
proposing an EU limit for the content of uranium (or radioactivity) in inorganic phosphate 
fertilisers. As for every regulatory proposal from the Commission, the likely economic, social 
and environmental impacts of such a measure would have to be carefully examined.

                                               
1 Regulation (EC) No 2003/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 2003 relating to

fertilisers. OJ L 304, 21.11.2003, p1-194


