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Subject: Petition 0861/2012 by Ewgeni Dimke (German), on banning Bisfenol A

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is convinced that Bisfenol A, having hormone-like properties, is a dangerous 
substance. Despite this, Bisfenol A is used in many plastic packages. Since 1 June 2010, baby 
bottles sold in the EU are not allowed to contain Bisfenol A (BPA). The petitioner states that 
the European Food Authority (EFSA) is acting far too slowly with regard to introducing a 
total ban on BPA in packaging material used for food. He requests a speedy introduction of 
such a total ban.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013

The substance Bisphenol A is currently authorised at EU level for its use as monomer in 
plastic food contact material1. The transfer of the substance is limited to 0.6 mg per kilogram 
food based on the tolerable daily intake (TDI) set to 0.05 mg per kilogram body weight set by 
the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) in 20062 and confirmed in 20103.

Even though the EFSA in 2010 confirmed the TDI for all parts of the population it also 
referred to some existing uncertainties raised by the available data. As it remained unclear if 
these uncertainties are relevant to human health they were not sufficient to question the 
                                               
1 Commission Regulation (EU) No 10/2011 of 14 January 2011 on plastic materials and articles intended to 
come into contact with food, OJ L12, 15.1.2011, p.1.
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/428.htm.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/1829.htm.
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applicability of the tolerable daily intake. As the uncertainties related to endpoints relevant 
during the developmental phase and as the 2006 opinion indicated infants as the group 
exposed to the highest extent to Bisphenol A the Commission decided that it was justified to 
apply the precautionary principle in the case of infants and prohibited the use of Bisphenol A 
in the manufacture of infant feeding bottles as from March 2011 and any placing on the 
market of such bottles as from 1 June 2011. The available scientific data did not justify the 
application of the precautionary principle beyond that scope. Current exposure of the 
population is well below the tolerable daily intake.

Since 2010 further studies have become available. EFSA is currently assessing these studies if 
they provide further information that would necessitate the revision of the TDI or its repeal. 
EFSA has envisaged the publication of the opinion by May 2013. The Commission will 
review the current authorisation of Bisphenol A in plastic food contact materials in view of 
this opinion. Once the EFSA opinion is available, the Commission will also decide if a 
restriction in other food contact materials such as can coatings is necessary to avoid a risk to 
consumer health. In its decision, the Commission will also take into account the availability of 
safe alternatives for the current use of Bisphenol A.

Conclusion
Once the opinion of the European Food Safety Authority on the re-evaluation of Bisphenol A 
is available, the Commission will decide if and which measures are necessary to avoid a risk 
to the consumer from its use in food contact materials.


