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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0867/2012 by André Wirths (German), on the withdrawal of his 
driving licence

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is a German citizen living and working in Italy. The Petitioner has been driving 
while under the influence of alcohol and drugs. As a result, the Italian police took his 
(German) driving licence and sent it back to Germany. The petitioner followed a therapy 
programme in Italy for two years and underwent regular checks to confirm his ability to drive. 
At the end of this programme, the petitioner received his driving licence back from Germany 
with a note that he was not allowed to drive a vehicle in Germany. The German authorities 
refused the petitioner’s request for this restriction to be lifted in connection with the positive 
outcome of the therapy programme in Italy. According to the authorities, the restriction could 
only be lifted if the petitioner produced a certificate issued in Germany of a positive medical-
psychological test. The petitioner wonders why is it that, while the Italian authorities regard 
his driving licence as valid worldwide, the German authorities are making an exception for 
German territory. He also wonders why the Germany authorities do not consider the Italian 
therapy programme as sufficient, especially since the offences were committed and punished 
in Italy.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013

In case of violation of traffic rules Member States may withdraw or restrict the driving 
licence. The decision for lifting the restriction or reinstating the right to drive is up to the 
Member State issuing the driving licence and according to their national law. The Driving 
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licence Directives1 do not provide for the mutual recognition of medical and psychological 
tests required after a withdrawal of a driving licence among Member States.

Therefore, from the information provided, the Commission cannot establish an infringement 
of the EU legislation allegedly committed by the German authorities.

                                               
1 Directive 91/439/EEC (OJ L 237, 24.8.1991, p.1) and Directive 2006/126/EC (OJ L 403, 30.12.2006, p. 18).  


