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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0877/2012 by Francisco da Conceição Norte (Portuguese), on behalf 
of ‘The Bom Sucesso Residents’ Association for the Protection of Lake 
Óbidos’, bearing three signatures, on the alleged demolition of two water 
tanks financed by the European Union in the region of Bom Sucesso, Óbidos, 
Portugal

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the decision taken by the Óbidos Municipal Council, Portugal, to 
demolish two water tanks financed using EU funds in the 1990s. The petitioner and the other 
members of the Residents’ Association do not agree with this decision, stating that there is no 
clear reason for it and it is unacceptable given the economic crisis that the country is 
experiencing. He would like to know if there is a way to prevent this decision from being 
implemented, given that these works, costing over EUR 1 million, were completed using EU 
funds.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013

Based on information received from "Comissão de coordenação e desenvolvimento regional 
do Centro", it appears that the population of this area has grown substantially and these water 
towers no longer have sufficient capacity to cater for this population growth. 

For ERDF financed projects in the 1994-1999 programming period as well as the period 
before that, there are no applicable durability provisions, thus the owners are within their right 
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to dispose of the towers as they see fit and choose the solution they think best suits their needs 
for water supply.

The new water towers that have been constructed have not benefitted from any EU financing.

Conclusion
The Commission is not in a position to take any further action in this regard.


