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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0892/2012 by Marcello Marafante (Italian), on opposing the search 
for and exploitation of hydrocarbons in the area of Carpignano Sesia (Italy)

1. Summary of petition

The Petition protests against the project to search for and exploit hydrocarbons presented by 
ENI to the municipality of Carpignano Sesia.

In the petitioner’s view, this activity risks causing serious environmental damage, in particular 
in terms of the protection of water tables and various dispersed springs that feed the local 
aqueduct.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013

The Commission's observations
The 2000/60/EC Water Framework Directive1 requires Member States to ensure that there is 
no deterioration in the quality of waters and that all water bodies achieve good chemical status 
by 2015. Therefore, Member States have to ensure that groundwater is not polluted and 
drinking water resources are not at risk.
The petitioner claims that extracting oil and gas would disrupt the area’s hydrogeological 
                                               
1 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a 
framework for Community action in the field of water policy (OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1–73). Directive as last 
amended by Directive 2009/31/EC (OJ L 140, 5.6.2009, p. 114).
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balance and that potential piping leaks during production operations would result in the 
release of oil into the ground and irreversible pollution of groundwater.  In the petitioner's 
opinion the extraction of oil and gas would pose a serious threat to the spring water that is 
used for human consumption. However, the petitioner does not provide any evidence in 
support of these statements.
The petitioner mentions that a report and an application for environmental compatibility 
approval was submitted in the case of "Carisio oil and gas prospecting licence – Carpignano 
Sesia 1 exploratory well".  The Commission has not been provided with the details of the 
procedure, nor the report.  It is also not fully clear whether the procedure is still on-going with 
any Italian authorities or whether there has already been a decision by such authorities in 
respect of carrying out any activity.  The activities included in the application are also unclear.
Conclusion

Based on the information received, the Commission is not in the position to identify any 
breach of EU legislation.


