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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0901/2012 by Giulio Cossu (Italian), on financing stem cell research 
in Europe

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests that, under the forthcoming Eighth Framework Programme for 
Research, funds be guaranteed for embryonic stem cell research, as well as adult stem cell and 
induced pluripotent stem cell (iPSC) research.

In the petitioner’s view, research relating to the transfer of the cell nucleus, wrongly termed 
therapeutic cloning, should also be included.

This research, which is already financed by the Seventh Framework Programme, offers hope 
and a future to tens of millions of European citizens.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013
The petition

The petition pleads for the next Framework Programme (FP8) to allocate financial support to 
embryonic stem cell research, as well as to adult and induced pluripotent stem cell research.

The petition goes on to request that the legal, scientific and ethical evaluations of FP7 be 
continued, that the 'political evaluation that is currently carried out by vote in the European 
Parliament' be abolished, and that research on somatic cell nuclear transfer be taken into 
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consideration.
The Commission's observations

The petition demonstrates the interest and support from the concerned stakeholders for 
continuing EU support to all types of stem cell research, including the embryonic stem cell 
research mentioned in the title of the petition. The request is fully in line with the 
Commission's proposal for Horizon 2020 which so far enjoys support in Council and at 
Committee stage in the European Parliament. 
The specific point on political evaluation in the European Parliament presumably refers to the 
co-decision procedure which is set out by Treaty, but it is not clear how this area of research 
which is part of Horizon 2020 (Art 16) could be excluded from the control of the Parliament, 
as proposed by the author of the petition.
The specific point on somatic cell nuclear transfer refers to a field of research not proposed to 
be financed under Horizon 2020 (Article 16 3c) and not financed in FP7. This technique is 
permitted by law in certain Member States and the petition is the first time it has been 
proposed to be included in Horizon 2020. From the standpoint of freedom for research, it 
would be useful to keep the opportunity open; however, this field is not currently a priority for 
stem cell research and the Commission proposal is prone to maintain the status-quo. 

Conclusion
The petition represents support to the Commission proposal for handling human embryonic 
stem cell research in Horizon 2020, but also goes beyond the proposed frame under Horizon 
2020. Given the position expressed by different committees during the inter-institutional 
discussions (in particular the negative vote in JURI Committee), it should be brought to the 
attention of Parliament in its deliberations on this subject, notably through the ITRE 
Committee and forthcoming plenary debate.


