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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1342/2012 by Mr Raphael Romi (French), on behalf of ACIPA & 
CéDpa, on the proposed construction of an airport at Notre-Dame-des-
Landes (France) and the alleged lack of conformity with EU environmental 
legislation

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is the Jean Monnet Professor of Environmental Law, has lodged this 
petition on behalf of two voluntary associations in order to draw the attention of the 
Parliament to the fact that, according to the petitioners, this project contravenes a number of 
EU Directives, including the EIA Directives (85/337/EC and 2001/42/EC), as the decision 
regarding the project had been taken in advance of public consultation, as no compensatory 
schemes have been proposed given that the project is planned on a protected wetland area, 
and the lack of consideration of alternative options – notably that there is already an airport in 
the vicinity which has spare capacity. As regards the Framework Water Directive 
(2000/60/EC) the petitioners indicate that Article 9(1) has not been respected and that 98 % of 
the wetland habitat will be destroyed and that several other aspects of the Directive have been 
neglected. In addition it is maintained that the Wild Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive 
have also been seriously breached by the project in that protected species of birds and of other 
animals and flora are directly threatened.
It is considered by the petitioners that this project is in contradiction with EU policy on 
sustainable development and environmental protection and that its impact has been 
deliberately underestimated by the authorities and by the promoters of the project which have 
substantial financial interests at stake. As a result they also consider that this project violates 
Article 191 of the TFEU.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 February 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
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Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013

The petitioner has drawn Parliament’s attention to the fact that in deciding to build the ‘Grand 
Ouest’ international airport on the Notre-Dame-des-Landes site, the French Republic may 
have incorrectly applied Directive 85/337/EEC (repealed by Directive 2011/92/EC), Directive 
2001/42/EC, Directive 2000/60/EC and Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (‘Directive 92/43/EEC’), as well 
as Articles 107 and 108 TFEU.

The aforesaid acts do not in any way prevent a Member State from carrying out urban 
development projects. However the public information and consultation procedure for said 
projects must comply with the Community’s body of law on the environment.

The Commission has contacted the French authorities concerned to ask for information on 
compliance with the requirements laid down in EU environmental legislation, in order to 
familiarise itself with the particulars of this case. The Commission expects to receive a reply 
from the French authorities in mid-April 2013.


