
CM\929947EN.doc PE506.273v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

27.2.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0767/2012 by Norbert Friedrichs (German), on behalf of Pro Asyl 
and two co-signatories, on amendment of the asylum directive

Subject: Petition 1073/2012 by Rita Ißleib (German), supported by 5 co-signatories, on 
the situation of refugees in Germany and Europe

1. Summary of petition 0767/2012

In connection with the amendment of the asylum directive, the petitioner asks the European 
Parliament to oppose any proposals seeking the detention of asylum seekers and to ensure that 
this does not become the rule in the European Union. He takes the view that there can be no 
reasonable justification for locking up asylum seekers, for whom escape is not a crime.

Summary of petition 1073/2012

The petitioner is seriously concerned about the situation faced by refugees in Germany and 
Europe. In her view, the laws on refugees are becoming increasingly inhumane. She mentions 
the treatment meted out to refugees at the external borders of the EU, which is shocking and 
unworthy of human beings. The petitioner considers that the refugee problem can be managed 
well in the EU by means of the right measures based on respect for human rights. She asks the 
European Parliament not to adopt any more legislation against refugees but to formulate a 
new humanitarian refugee policy which does not compel refugees to pay the price of the 
economic and monetary crisis. She trusts that Christian and humanist values will carry the 
day.

2. Admissibility

0767/2012: Declared admissible on 11 October 2012.
1073/2012: Declared admissible on 7 December 2012
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Information requested from Commission under Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The Commission has proposed amendments to the current asylum instruments aiming at 
ensuring better and more harmonised standards of treatment for asylum seekers and 
beneficiaries of international protection. 

The amended Qualification Directive has already been adopted by the two co-legislators and 
political agreement has been reached on the proposals amending the Reception Conditions 
Directive and the Dublin Regulation. Negotiations are continuing regarding the Commission's 
proposal amendment of the Asylum Procedures Directive. 

The instruments on which agreement has been reached are fully in line with the objectives of 
the Commission's proposals. In particular, they ensure that detention of asylum seekers is 
resorted to only exceptionally and after it has been established that less coercive measures 
could not be applied effectively. The revised instruments also introduce important guarantees 
such as access to free legal assistance and to an effective remedy, and provide more protection 
for vulnerable persons such as minors and victims of torture. 

The amended legislation, together with the EU's Charter of Fundamental Rights, will ensure 
that the Union's legal framework in the asylum field is fully in line with the 1951 Geneva 
Convention on Refugees and with other relevant international standards. 

Furthermore, the Commission in its role as guardian of EU law, monitors the correct 
transposition and application by Member States of the EU acquis on asylum. Where problems 
are detected, the Commission follows them up with the authorities of the Member States 
concerned in the appropriate manner, including via infringement proceedings, with a view to 
remedying them.


