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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0836/2012 by Martin Cunniffe (Irish), on behalf of West On Track, 
on the lack of transparency and fairness in transport policy in Ireland

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner urges increased transparency and fairness from the part of Ireland's Department 
of Transport, with regards to its transport policy across the different regions of Ireland. The 
petitioner seems to suggest that the authorities may be discriminating against the West / North 
West Region in the provision of public transport services, investment into rail freight, and 
expenditure of European Union funds. The petition attaches a report by the organization with 
supporting evidence. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The Commission confirms that the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) has 
provided – and continues to provide – significant financial assistance for investment in 
Ireland's transport infrastructure. Such investments have taken place in each of the two 
regions – (1) the Border, Midland and Western (BMW) region and (2) the Southern and 
Eastern Region – either through regional programmes or through national programmes with 
ring-fenced financial allocations for each region.

More detailed information concerning the assistance provided in the sphere of transport is 
contained in the attached Annex.

The ERDF funding programmes to which reference is made above were subject to ex ante 
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public consultation prior to their approval by the Commission.

The final reports for the 2000-2006 programmes have been lodged and are public information.

The Commission observes that the Irish authorities have not requested the inclusion of (all or 
part of) the Western Rail Corridor as an element for consideration during the preparation of 
the revision of the TEN-T guidelines. Furthermore the Commission understands that there are 
no plans on the part of the Irish government to develop a new rail link between Sligo and 
Derry, and consequently the question of EU co-funding, during present or future Structural 
Fund programming periods, appears unlikely to arise. 

The Commission is of the view that it is primarily the responsibility of the Irish authorities to 
establish the location and prioritisation of investments in public transport infrastructure. In 
doing so, the Irish authorities are bound to take account of the results of cost-benefit analysis 
and the nature of socio-economic impacts deriving from such investments. Furthermore the 
Irish authorities are obliged to respect the various provisions and procedures relating to the 
granting of planning permission, and these include public consultation in appropriate cases. 

Should such national procedures or provisions have been breached or disregarded, a case 
might be brought before the competent courts of law and/or administrative tribunals in 
Ireland.


