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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that politicians and environmental activists are scaring the public about 
the impact of CO2 emissions resulting from human activities. She is not convinced about the 
harmful effects of these emissions on the climate. In particular she refers to air transport 
which, she claims, has been placed in an unfavourable light in order to raise more taxes via a 
CO2 levy. This makes air travel too expensive, which harms the economy and 
competitiveness. The petitioner maintains that air transport accounts for only a small share of 
total greenhouse gas emissions and that many measures are already being taken to reduce 
energy consumption and emissions. She calls for the abolition of environmental and CO2 
levies on air transport. She also considers that biofuels for cars and aircraft should be 
abolished because the production of such fuels is ethically and morally irresponsible in the 
light of the world food situation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The European Commission proposed the inclusion of aviation within the scope of the 
Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) as air traffic is a fast-growing contributor to CO2 emissions 
and as all transport sectors should contribute to the emissions reduction efforts to ensure level 
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playing field. International aviation is expected to grow 4-5% per year over the next years, 
with a doubling of traffic around 2020, and in parallel any significant CO2 emission reduction
resulting from the technological progress is eclipsed by this fast growth. As explained by 
IPCC1, aircraft emissions are especially harmful because aircrafts emit gases and particles 
directly into the atmosphere and particularly carbon dioxide has then a long atmospheric 
residence time.

The ETS is not a tax and does not make air travel too expensive. To meet the carbon 
constraint aircraft operators have the choice to either invest in more efficient planes or buy 
emission allowances in the market in addition to those allocated to them free of charge. The 
impact on ticket prices will be minor. Assuming that airlines pass on the full value of the 
allowances received for free to their customers, by 2020 ticket prices for a return flight within 
the Union would on average rise by €1.8.

It is also important to remember that the European Commission proposed to bring aviation 
into the ETS after undertaking a wide-ranging consultation of stakeholders.  

Concerning biofuels, the European Commission has legally defined sustainability criteria for 
the production of biofuels and it is strongly committed to minimise associated environmental 
impacts. These sustainability criteria are aimed at preventing the production of biofuels from 
taking place in those areas of high biodiversity and any producer has to demonstrate 
compliance with these criteria. 

All sectors should contribute to emission reduction efforts. The inclusion of aviation in the 
ETS and the use of biofuels are aimed at addressing the fast growing aviation CO2 emissions 
cost-efficiently.

Legislation setting up the Emissions Trading Scheme and concerning biofuels should not be 
repealed. The Commission has no intentions to change these policies for the time being.

                                               
1 http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/special-reports/spm/av-en.pdf


