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Subject: Petition 0863/2012 by Heidrun Schröter (German), on behalf of Trossin 
municipality´s Decentralised Waste Water Disposal, on compliance with the 
EU directives on waste water in the Trossin municipality

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that the Trossin municipality has decided to transport the waste water 
from the municipality’s four areas to a waste water installation in Dommitzsch through one 
central pipeline. Until now, waste water in the municipality has been disposed of in a 
decentralised manner. The petition states that the new plans will cost at least EUR 4 800 per 
resident. The petitioner wonders if the new waste water plans comply with the EU directives 
on waste water. According to her, the existing decentralised waste water option is much 
cheaper than the plans that are being presented now. Back in 1992, the municipality 
concluded a contract with an engineering consultancy, which will draw up plans for the waste 
water project. The petitioner wonders whether or not this contract should be put out to tender 
within the European Union. She also complains that there is no access to relevant documents 
concerning the plans and calculations for the new waste water project.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The petitioner is referring to Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 28 January 2003 on public access to environmental information and repealing Council 
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Directive 90/313/EEC1.

Under Art. 5 Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD )2 an exemption from 
collection of waste water in all settlement areas ('agglomerations') >2.000 inhabitants or 
population equivalents is possible through “alternative or individual systems” (IAS) "where the 
establishment of a collecting system is not justified either because it would produce no 
environmental benefit or because it would involve excessive cost". In this case "individual 
systems or other appropriate systems which achieve the same level of environmental protection 
shall be used."

There is no detailed information available to the Commission whether the current single 
sanitation system meets the technical and legal obligations (same level of environmental 
protection) or not. It is up to the local authorities (sewage boards, municipalities and water 
authorities) to decide (normally on the basis of studies) whether the establishment of a collecting 
system is appropriate.

In this case, the Petitioner does not want to accept the decision to build a public sewer system 
and connect the Trossin agglomeration to the public waste water treatment plant and challenges 
the economic calculation of the sewerage board. The Petitioner is also referring in this regard to 
the Directive on public access to environmental information.

Directive 2003/4 on public access to environmental information defines in Article 2:

‘Environmental information’ shall mean any information in written, visual, aural, electronic or 
any other material form on: 

(e) cost-benefit and other economic analyses and assumptions used within the framework of 
the measures and activities referred to in (c); 

This Directive was transposed into federal and regional law in Germany. According to 
information provided to the Commission [by the Saxon State Ministry of the Environment and 
Agriculture], Art. 3(2) of the Saxonian law on public access to environmental information 
(Sächsisches Umweltinformationsgesetz – SächsUIG) also defines 'cost-benefit analysis, other 
economic analysis and assumptions used for the preparation or implementation of policies or 
activities' as environmental information. The concept of 'actions or activities' broadly takes into 
account the purpose of the law to create transparency between citizens and the state in matters of 
environmental protection. Several court decisions have already been issued (e.g. EuGH DVBl. 
2003, 1078; EuGH NVwZ 1998, 945; decision by BVerwG 25.03.1999), confirming 
interpretation. Thus, the access to information on economic analysis studies on sanitation 
systems is in general included in the law.

Conclusion
                                               
1 Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2003 on 
public access to environmental information and repealing Council Directive 90/313/EEC, OJ 
L 041, 14/02/2003 P. 0026 – 0032.
2 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste-water treatment, OJ 
L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40–52.
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The Commission cannot identify a breach of European legislation (UWWTD or Directive on 
public access to environmental information) based on the information provided by the Petitioner. 
As regards the issue of the relevant regional law for access to environmental information 
(Sächsisches Umweltinformationsgesetz - SächsUIG) the Petitioner can turn to regional or 
national courts to protect her interests and enforce her rights.


