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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0938/2012 by Matilde Font Ten (Spain), on behalf of Coordinadora 
Antitransvasaments, on the Proposed Draft Hydrological Plan for the Ebro 
river basin, which would infringe a number of environmental directives

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner warns that the Proposed Draft Hydrological Plan for the Ebro river basin, 
which was open for public consultation on 12 May 2012 for a period of six months, infringes 
a number of European directives. Most notably, the petitioners state that the proposed plan is 
contrary to the Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC), the Habitats Directive 
(Directive 92/43/EEC) and Directive 2005/35/EC on environmental liability. The petitioner 
adds that, if approved, the proposed plan would have severe negative impacts on the 
environment of the river basin.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

Under the Water Framework Directive1, Member States should have approved and 
communicated to the Commission River Basin Management Plans for each river basin district by
22 December 2009.

The failure by Spain to fulfil this obligation – with the exception of the Distrito Fluvial de 
                                               
1 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for 
Community action in the field of water policy (OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1–73). Directive as last amended by Directive 
2009/31/EC (OJ L 140, 5.6.2009, p. 114).
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Cataluña has been upheld by the Court of Justice of the European Union in its recent judgment 
of 4 October 2012 (Case C-403/11 Commission v. Spain).

The Commission has addressed to the Spanish authorities a request to submit the measures taken 
to comply with the terms of that judgment, namely the adoption of the outstanding River Basin 
Management Plans (including the Ebro River Basin Management Plan).

The Commission is aware of the public consultation of the Ebro draft river basin management 
plan. The Commission has repeatedly stated the importance of setting an ecological flow that 
ensures the attainment of the environmental objectives of the Water Framework Directive1

(see e.g. reply to written question E-5592/09).

In respect of potential violations concerning the Draft Hydrological Plan for the Ebro river basin, 
it is only after the adoption and reporting of the River Basin Management Plan for that basin, 
that the Commission will be able to analyse its compliance with the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive and those of the Habitats Directive2 and, if necessary, take action.

Conclusion

The Commission is taking all steps to ensure that Spain adopts and implements its River Basin 
Management Plans, including that for the Ebro Basin.

                                               
1Ibid.
2 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the protection of natural habitats and wild fauna and flora (OJ L 206, 
22.7.1992, p. 7)


