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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1036/2012 by Lorenzo Croce (Italian), on behalf of the Italian 
Association for the Conservation of Animal Life and the Environment, 
concerning the protection of squirrels in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that the European Union has earmarked €1 930 000 for a grey squirrel 
eradication programme in Piedmont, Lombardy and Liguria.

The purpose of the programme appears to be to protect native red squirrels from proliferating 
grey squirrels. The petitioner takes the view that it is necessary to preserve both species, 
arguing that the two can cohabit without any difficulty.

He therefore calls for the programme of action to be ended and that alternative, less cruel, 
measures be taken to contain the proliferation of the grey squirrel, for example, sterilisation

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 December 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The beneficiary of the LIFE+ project EC-Square provided references to extensive scientific 
literature that proves that the alien grey squirrel leads to local extinction of the native red 
squirrel.  This is mostly caused by food competition. In the UK and Ireland where the grey 
squirrel was first introduced, its progressive expansion lead to a rapid decline and local 
extinction of the native squirrel:
http://www.rsst.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=47&Itemid=8)
A detailed summary of the situation in Italy updated to 2010 has been published on the 
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Hystrix the Italian Journal on Mammalogy 21 (pages 127-136) in an article by Martinoli A. et 
al.  From the existing literature, it appears that the two species can hardly coexist and that the 
expansion of the alien species will inevitably lead to the contraction or even extinction of the 
native one.
Concerning the methodology that will be applied, the project foresees both capture and 
euthanasia of grey squirrel individuals as well as capture and sterilisation followed by release 
in controlled areas. The beneficiary states that the second option is only applicable in very 
confined situation like that of Genova Nervi where the number of grey squirrels is very 
limited and confined, while where the population of the alien species is too large and occupies 
wide areas, the natural reproduction rate would outbid any serious attempt to capture and 
sterilise.  It should also be noted that within the LIFE+ project a special task force of experts 
will monitor the target populations of grey squirrel in Lombardia, Piemonte and Liguria. This 
task force will indicate the best options to manage each population and to ensure a favourable 
conservation status of the red squirrel. 
The petition does not give any scientific evidence supporting the statements made against the 
project background, objective and methodology.

Conclusion

The project is co-financed by LIFE+ programme based on the application and priorities of the 
beneficiary. The financing decision was made after a thorough appraisal procedure and 
endorsed by all EU Member States.
Having considered the points above, the Commission may only conclude that the basis 
leading to the selection and financing of the project LIFE09 NAT/IT/00095 "EC-Square" 
remains valid and sees no ground for terminating the project as requested.


