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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is asking the EP to ban fur farming in the EU. She says that animals on fur 
farms spend entire lives confined to cramped, filthy wire cages and are subject to some 
cruellest killing methods, including suffocation, electrocution, gas and poison. She points out 
that a number of EU MSs, such as Austria, the UK, Denmark, the Netherlands have taken 
steps to restrict or ban fur production. She criticises that there is no specific EU legislation 
providing detailed animal welfare requirements for the keeping of animals for fur production. 
Even under the new legislation as of 1st January 2013 when the Council regulation (EC) 
1099/2009 enters into force, killing methods such as use of carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide 
and anal electrocution will still be permitted in the killing of fur animals.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The activity of fur farming is regulated by Council Directive 98/58/EC1 concerning the 
protection of animals kept for farming purposes. The Directive reflects the principles stated in 
the European Convention for the Protection of Animals kept for Farming Purposes adopted by 
the Council of Europe and ratified by the EU on 18 October 1988. The detailed applicable 
provisions of the Convention are specified in several Recommendations. A specific 
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recommendation concerning fur animals was adopted on 22 June 1999. Both the Convention 
and the specific Recommendation concerning fur animals are part of Union law. 

According to EU legislation, where an animal is continuously or regularly tethered or 
confined, it must be given the space appropriate to its physiological and ethological needs in 
accordance with established experience and scientific knowledge. In this regard, the 
Recommendation of the Council of Europe on fur animals gives minimum dimensions for 
cages of the main species of fur animals raised in the European Union.

Finally, Regulation 1099/2009/EC on the protection of animals at the time of killing1 states 
that "animals shall be spared any avoidable pain, distress or suffering during their killing and 
related operations". Annex I to the Regulation gives a list of permitted methods for killing fur 
animals humanely.

Member States are primarily responsible for ensuring that EU legislation on fur farming is 
complied with and since 2009 have to report to the Commission on the results of the welfare 
inspections they carried out in fur farms.

Conscious of the European citizens' concerns regarding animal welfare, the European Fur 
Breeder Association started in 2009 a research project called "Welfur". Welfur aims at 
developing general principles and criteria for animal welfare assessment at farm level on good 
feeding, good housing, good health and appropriate behaviour and it is expected that welfare 
protocols for fox and mink will be finalized by the end of the first quarter of 2013. The 
Commission supports this kind of work as it could help contribute to the proper 
implementation of current animal welfare legislation on fur farms within the EU.

Conclusion
At this stage, the Commission's priority is to ensure in collaboration with Member States a 
better enforcement of the existing EU legislation. 
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