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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1267/2012 by Herman Pichlhöfer (Austrian) on zebra crossings

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner takes the view that zebra crossing stripes should, for safety reasons, be turned 
through 90 degrees so as to be perpendicular to the road traffic flow. He argues that stripes 
painted in the same direction as the traffic flow act as a psychological barrier to pedestrians, 
while encouraging vehicles to keep moving. He argues that the reverse should be the case.

The Austrian Transport Ministry, however, contends that stripes perpendicular to the traffic 
flow would be less visible to drivers and that, if such a change were introduced in Austria, it 
would have to apply throughout Europe. The petitioner disagrees and is seeking the opinion of 
the European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

The Commission would point out that no EU legislation exists on road marking of pedestrian 
crossings as this issue is regulated by the Convention on Road Signs and Signals of 8 
November 1968 under the auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 
In particular Article 27.4 indicates that Contracting Parties should preferably mark pedestrian 
crossings with road markings parallel to the axis of the carriageways. While the European 
Union is not a contracting party, EU Member States have signed the Convention. Currently, 
across the EU, all national legislations mark pedestrian crossings with marks parallels to the 
carriageway, as recommended by the Convention. This marking is coherent with other 
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provisions of the Vienna Convention. 
Conclusion
The regulatory context of the petition is an international convention to which the European 
Union is not a contracting party. If action were deemed to be appropriate, it would need to be 
initiated by a contracting party to the international convention.


