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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1163/2012 by Heinrich Sobol (German), on the slaughter of birds in 
Europe

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to ban and penalise the hunting and trapping 
of birds in Europe, pointing out that, in Italy, Malta, Cyprus and even Germany, more and 
more birds are being caught using decoys, lime twigs, nets, etc, despite the fact that an 
increasing number of bird species are now threatened with extinction. He calls for measures to 
be taken to halt these activities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

All wild bird species naturally occurring in the European territory of the Member States are 
protected under the EU "Birds Directive"1. Each country must establish a scheme of 
protection that prohibits, among other things, deliberate killing and capture, deliberate 
destruction and damage to nests and eggs, taking of eggs in the wild, deliberate disturbance of 
birds, particularly during the period of breeding and rearing and the keeping of birds of 
species for which hunting and trapping is prohibited (Article 5).

                                               
1 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009
on the conservation of wild birds (OJ L 020, 26.1.2010, p. 7)
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Article 7 of the "Birds Directive" does allow for controlled hunting of certain species of birds 
which are listed in the Directive. This is regulated under national legislation and countries 
exercising this right must ensure that the hunting of species does not jeopardize conservation 
efforts in their distribution area. Hunting must conform to the principles of wise use and is not 
allowed during the return migration to the nesting grounds or during the breeding season 
which are the most sensitive time of the annual cycle. All means, arrangements or methods 
used for the large-scale or non-selective capture or killing of birds are prohibited (Article 8).
However Member States may grant derogations to the previous provisions in the absence of 
another satisfactory solution to permit, under strictly supervised conditions and on a selective 
basis, the capture, keeping or other judicious use of certain birds in small numbers. In that 
case Member States have to respect a set of formal conditions (Article 9).
It is up to the Member States to implement the provisions of the Birds Directive. Therefore 
Member States may allow hunting of the species listed as huntable on their territory in 
accordance with Art.7 of the Birds Directive or grant derogations provided that they respect 
the above-mentioned provisions. It is the Commission's role to monitor the implementation of 
the Birds Directive and to make sure that Member States' regulations fully comply with the 
Birds Directive. The Commission regularly opens infringement procedures against Member 
States when it is of the opinion that the Birds Directive has been infringed1.
Nevertheless the Commission is aware that illegal killing and trapping of birds occur in the 
EU. Although law enforcement is primarily a competence of Member States, the Commission 
is working with Member States and stakeholders to combat illegal practices. A set of actions 
such as monitoring, awareness-raising, enforcement and prevention has been agreed in that 
context and the Commission is steering the implementation of the necessary measures.

Conclusion

The Commission will continue to closely monitor the implementation of the Birds Directive 
by Member States and to take the necessary steps when a possible infringement has been 
identified so as to reach the objectives of the Birds Directive, namely to maintain or restore 
bird populations at a level which corresponds in particular to ecological, scientific and 
cultural requirements.

                                               
1 In this respect, reference is made to the Commission communications in relation to Petition 1091/2007 
concerning the issue of Spring hunting derogations in Malta and Cyprus.


