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Subject: Petition 1221/2011 by G.K (Latvian), on violation on the part of the ACTA 
agreement (Anti Counterfeiting Trade Agreement) of the right to privacy

Petition 0116/2012 by Iwo Domeracki (Polish), on ACTA

Petition 0142/2012 by Mateusz Wójtowicz (Polish), on behalf of the 
association ‘Forum Rdzawka’, and two co-signatories, on opposition to the 
ACTA international trade agreement

Petition 0203/2012 by Joachim Scholz (German), on ACTA

Petition 0223/2012 by Alex Willis (British), on behalf of AVAAZ, bearing 
more than 2 million signatures, on the ACTA

1. Summary of petition 1221/2011

The Petitioner maintains, in a very succinct manner, that the multilateral ACTA agreement 
negotiated on the part of the European Commission would constitute a violation of privacy 
and freedom of speech in the area of communications over the Internet, within the scope of 
protecting intellectual property.

Summary of petition 0116/2012

The petitioner calls for the European Parliament to stop the negotiations over the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA). According to him, the agreement will stop neither 
the trade in counterfeit products, nor Internet piracy. He believes that ACTA, under the guise 
of combating piracy, gives authorities and companies too much control over the Internet, 
which will be at the expense of small businesses and artists. The trade in generic medicines 
would also be seriously hindered by ACTA. In addition, the petitioner objects to the opaque 
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manner in which the negotiations over ACTA take place. It reminds him of the times of the 
Soviet Union when decisions were made behind closed doors without any involvement from 
citizens.

Summary of petition 0142/2012

The petitioner expresses his disapproval of the ACTA international trade agreement and in 
particular its references to enforcement of intellectual property rights in the digital 
environment and the consequences ACTA may have on access to medicines in developing 
countries. The petitioner also points out that ACTA — on account of unclear definitions and 
ambiguous formulations in the text of the agreement — will contribute to the undermining of 
fundamental freedoms such as free speech, the right to a fair trial and the right to privacy and, 
as he considers the agreement to be contrary to the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, he 
asks the European Parliament to distance itself from ACTA and to refer the matter to the 
Court of Justice of the European Union.

Summary of petition 0203/2012

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to reject the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade 
Agreement (ACTA). According to the petitioner, the legal position of copyright holders is 
disproportionately stronger under ACTA than that of the counterparties, in part because 
access to justice under the agreement is not adequately regulated. The petitioner also believes 
that the obligation on Internet Service Providers to supply data about Internet users is 
disproportionate, and copyright holders would receive even more power than the State in this 
area. Furthermore, the petitioner thinks that companies’ interests could be damaged and 
commercial secrets could be made public because ACTA do not contain any provision for 
confidentiality. The petitioner is also of the view that ACTA has come about in a non-
transparent and undemocratic manner. 

Summary of petition 0223/2012

The petitioner is asking the European Parliament to stand up for a free and open Internet and 
reject the ratification of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA), as this agreement 
would mean the end of a free and open Internet. The Internet is a vital tool for people across 
the globe to exchange ideas and promote democracy. The petitioner calls on the European 
Parliament to demonstrate genuine global leadership and protect the rights of Internet users.

2. Admissibility

1221/2011 Declared admissible on 28 February 2012.
0116/2012 Declared admissible on 31 May 2012.
0142/2012 Declared admissible on 5 June 2012.
0203/2012 and 0223/2012 Declared admissible on 15 June 2012.
Information requested from Commission under Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

On 4 July 2012, through a vote in Plenary, the European Parliament rejected its consent to the 
Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) and the agreement cannot therefore be ratified.
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On 19 December 2012, the Commission decided to withdraw its request (dated 10 May 2012) 
to the European Court of Justice to give its opinion on whether the ACTA is compatible with 
the European Treaties, in particular with the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union. The Commission informed the European Parliament's INTA Committee on that same 
day. 

The Court removed the case from its register by decision of 18 February 2013.

In view of this, the above petitions are no longer applicable. 


