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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

27.3.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1366/2011 by Simon Schutz (Dutch), on behalf of Amnesty 
International Maastricht Students, with 101 signatures, on respect of human 
rights in Egypt and the incarceration of the activist Alla Abd El Fattah

1. Summary of petition

The petition calls for respect of human rights in Egypt in the wake of the fall of the Mubarak 
regime. In particular he highlights the arrest of the activist and blogger, Alla Abd El Fattah, 
imprisoned by a military court for his political activism. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 April 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 April 2012

The petitioners could usefully be invited to refer to the resolution of the European Parliament, 
adopted the day after the date of their petition (16th November 2011), on this very subject. 
The Commission would also point out that, according to the available information, the 
blogger referred to in the petition has since been released. The Commission also notes that 
this type of urgent complaint is not well suited to the petitions routine of the Parliament, and 
furthermore that it is difficult to see how the petitioners are "directly affected" by the issue at 
stake, as required by art 227 TFEU.

The responsibility for Egypt's democratic transformation and future is in the hands of 
Egyptian themselves. The EU is committed to support democratic reform, greater 
participation of civil society, economic growth and development in the country and will 
engage with the new democratically elected Egyptian leadership as long as it complies with 
democratic principles and the rule of law.
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Conclusion

As far as the case of the person specifically mentioned in the petition is concerned, the 
problem would seem to have been solved.


