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regulations for goods produced outside the EU for the EU market

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner believes that goods produced outside the EU for the EU market should be 
governed by the same labour and environmental regulations as those produced in the EU. 
According to the petitioner, the production costs are lower in countries outside the EU 
because wages there are lower, working conditions are worse and environmental regulations 
are less strict. Certificates should be issued as proof that European regulations and norms have 
been satisfied and an independent service should monitor compliance with these regulations 
and norms. In the event of violations, producers, importers or traders should pay appropriate 
compensation to the workers involved and/or remedy the environmental damage.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 September 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

The Commission's observations 

The petitioner expresses concerns about the difference in labour and environmental standards 
between the EU and third countries exporting to the EU market. In this regard, the 
Commission recalls that dedicated multilateral bodies (e.g. the International Labour 
Organisation, Multilateral Environmental Agreements) play a key role in establishing the 
fundamental labour and environmental principles and rules applicable at international level.
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Adherence to, and respect of, such principles and rules is therefore the core element in 
supporting a level playing field at global level. For instance, specific Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements establish a prohibition on certain substances that are harmful for 
environment and human health, thus already preventing production and use of such 
substances at international level. This also addresses the point raised by the petitioner about 
imports and exports of such substances.
At the same time, it should be noted that the ability to define domestic policies and 
regulations, including on social and environmental protection, is a fundamental prerogative of 
national authorities, which does not prejudice the respect of the above-mentioned 
international standards. 
The Commission also wishes to stress that production costs for any given product depend on 
several factors, going well beyond labour and environmental regulations – such as, for 
example, access to production inputs, available technologies, or financial conditions. 
Sustainable development, including core labour standards and the protection of the
environment, is one of the key objectives for the EU action, both domestically and in its 
external relations.

To this end, the Commission will continue to engage in all relevant multilateral fora, and 
through its different policies, to support the development and implementation of international 
rules and standards by all countries in the labour and environmental areas. 
With specific regard to trade relations, the Commission will also continue to seek to include 
substantial social and environmental provisions in its bilateral trade agreements with third 
countries. These provisions include commitments concerning the respect of essential rules 
that are recognised internationally (such as the core Conventions of the International Labour 
Organisation and Multilateral Environmental Agreements), and that must underpin 
strengthened economic and trade relations between the EU and its partners. 
Finally, with regard to the social or environmental impact of business' activities, the 
Commission actively promotes responsible business conduct, contributing to the 
development, dissemination, and implementation by companies of internationally recognised 
Corporate Social Responsibility guidelines and principles. 
Concerning the petitioner's suggestion for the unilateral creation and enforcement by the EU 
of a system for assessment and administration of compensations for social/environmental 
damages in third countries caused by local actors, the Commission highlights that such 
initiative would impinge upon the respect of the domestic jurisdiction of the country in 
question, and would raise serious questions as to its legal basis.
Support to the capacity of domestic authorities to develop and enforce appropriate domestic 
rules would seem a more appropriate avenue to address situations of concern with regard to 
labour or environmental protection.


