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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1055/2012 by Stoyko Stoykov (Macedonian), concerning alleged 
discrimination against the Macedonian minority in Bulgaria

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that in 2009 the European Court of Human Rights closed a case 
concerning the Macedonian minority Omo Ilinden-Pirin group,  which was unable to register 
officially as a political party in Bulgaria. The petitioner, who intends to lodge a further 
application, expresses concern at a bill currently before Parliament seeking to modify the law 
governing political parties, which would make it impossible to register the group. He indicates 
that the bill was tabled by the nationalist ATAKA party with the majority support of 
Parliament. He maintains that this is an attempt by the Establishment to prevent the 
affirmation and acknowledgement of the Macedonian minority. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 December 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

The freedom of assembly and association is enshrined in Article 12 of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the EU. It encompasses the right to associate in political matters. 
Article 12 (2) makes a specific reference to the importance and the role of political parties. 

However, according to Art. 51 (1) of the Charter, its provisions are addressed to the Member 
States only when they are implementing Union law. On the basis of the information provided 
by the petitioner, it does not appear that in the matter referred to the Member State concerned 
did act in the course of implementation of EU law. As regards the right to participate in the 
elections and the arrangements related to registration of political parties specifically, the 
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Commission wishes to underline that it has no general power to intervene in this field.

In that matter it is thus for Member States alone to ensure that their obligations regarding 
fundamental rights – as resulting from international agreements and from their internal 
legislation – are respected. 

The Commission has no general powers as regards minorities, in particular, over matters 
concerning the definition of what is a national minority, the recognition of the status of 
minorities, their self-determination and autonomy or the regime governing the use of regional 
or minority languages. It is up to the Member States to take decisions about minorities and the 
use of language on their respective territories. 

Finally, the Commission would also like to underline that the implementation of rulings of the 
European Court of Human Rights falls within the competences of the committee of ministers 
of the Council of Europe. It is not for the Commission to assess the follow-up of Member 
States of such judgments.

Conclusion

Based on the elements provided in the petition, and in the absence of EU competence in the 
matter, the Commission is not in a position to pursue this case any further. 

In the present case, it is for the Member State concerned to ensure that its obligations 
regarding fundamental rights - as resulting from international agreements and from their 
internal legislation - are respected.


