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Subject: Petition 1072/2012 by Mathias Klein (German), on behalf of Betriebsrat
TechniSat Teledigital GmbH, on the abolition of the import levy on set-top 
boxes with internet functionalities and LCD televisions

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner explains that the 14% import levy imposed by the EU until 2011 on set-top 
boxes with internet functionalities and on LCD televisions has been abolished following a 
ruling by the World Trade Organisation (WTO). At present the international Information 
Technology Agreement is being revised, which, according to the petitioner, will result in 
further abolition of import levies, particularly on LCD TVs. This will cut the price of 
imported equipment and make it more difficult for German producers to compete. On the 
other hand, the import levy on separate components will remain in force. The petitioner also 
complains about the compulsory copyright levy in Germany, which increases prices of 
equipment with recording and playback functions. As a result of these measures and the 
higher wages in Germany, it is almost impossible for the petitioner’s business to compete any 
longer with similar businesses abroad. The petitioner considers that German businesses are 
disadvantaged, and he wishes to know what will be done to compensate for, or eliminate, the 
competitive disadvantages. He fears that many jobs will be lost in his industry in Germany.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 December 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

The petitioner rightly observes that the 14% import tariff on certain set-top-boxes with a 
communication function is no longer applied since 01.07.2011, following the WTO panel 
decision of 16.08.2010. As a Member of the WTO with a big stake in the multilateral trading 
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system, the EU has the policy to implement panel decisions, just as the EU expects others to 
implement decisions, even if these decisions do not always reflect our preferred outcome.

The petitioner then claims that in the negotiations about an expanded ITA, the customs tariffs 
on LCD-televisions will be eliminated, while the components will remain subject to duty 
rates, causing difficulties for German companies to remain competitive. However, this will 
not necessarily be the case, because the negotiations are not yet finalised and in fact the 
Commission and other participants have proposed many components to be included in an 
expanded ITA. The petitioner's company has provided the Commission with a list of products 
of interest and many of these requested products are already included in the list of proposed 
items. It is therefore not clear why the petitioner is already convinced none of these will 
appear in the final list. 

Also, although colour televisions (HS 8528.72) have been proposed by some participants for 
inclusion in ITA, and therefore duty-free treatment, the Commission on behalf of the EU 
actively opposes the inclusion of televisions in the ITA. This opposition is supported by a 
number of other important participants in the negotiations. It is therefore far from certain that 
an expanded ITA will cover all LCD televisions.

Conclusions  

The Commission therefore views the ITA-expansion exactly as an opportunity to address 
some of the problems flagged by the petitioner, notably on the need for duty-free treatment of 
inputs to IT-products. 


