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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner opposes the planned construction of two nuclear power reactors in Hinkley 
Point (Somerset,  UK). She explains that she herself lives close to a nuclear power station and, 
as a result of the exposure to radioactive emissions and environmental pollution, she suffers 
an increased risk of cancer and other health problems. She believes that decision-makers in 
this area of radiation risk assessment are biased, in detriment of health and, particular, 
women's health. The petitioner therefore questions the assessment of the current Justification 
for the proposed Basic Safety Standards.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

Radiobiological studies confirm that there is an age and gender dependence of radiation risks, 
acknowledging that at the same radiation level, infants and children have a higher risk than 
adults. Likewise, female and male individuals experience differences in the sensitivity of 
different organs to ionising radiation. These differences have been discussed by the Group of 
Experts referred to in Article 31 of the Euratom Treaty (Article 31 Group of Experts) in the 
course of Scientific Seminars (for example in 2006 on New insights in radiation risk and basic 
safety standards, and in 2011 on Individual Radio-sensitivity) and have been considered when 
establishing basic safety standards for the protection against the dangers arising from 
exposure to ionising radiation. 
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For the practical implementation of radiation protection, the International Commission on 
Radiological Protection (ICRP) recommends that the additional radiation exposure of an 
individual from all human practices shall be limited to 1 mSv per year. Current European 
basic safety standards for the protection against the dangers arising from the exposure to 
ionising radiation stipulate also a dose limit for public exposure of 1 mSv per year. This 
limitation ensures appropriate protection against the risks from ionising radiation both for 
female and male individuals as well as for infants and children. The European basic safety 
standards are currently in discussion in the Council and the European Parliament on the basis 
of a Commission proposal which confirms the validity of both the public dose limits and the 
approach to age and gender differences.

In relation to the planned construction of two nuclear power reactors in Hinkley Point itself, 
following the communication in accordance with Article 41 of the Euratom Treaty, all aspects 
of the investment which relate to the objectives of the Euratom Treaty were discussed with the 
Investor. In its Opinion on the project, adopted in July 2012, the Commission took the view 
that, on the basis of its prior assessment and the discussions with the Investor, the investment 
fulfilled the objectives of the Euratom Treaty .The Commission underlined that it is a national 
responsibility, first and foremost of the Investor to ensure, and of the national Regulator to 
control, that the chosen design would provide sufficient levels of safety and security and takes 
duly account of the results of the EU-wide stress tests exercise launched following the 
accident in Fukushima.

Conclusion

The Commission is well aware of current scientific knowledge on age and gender dependence 
of radiation risks. The Commission believes that the current system of radiation protection 
takes account of these dependencies and provides appropriate protection against the dangers 
arising from exposure to ionising radiation both for female and male individuals as well as for 
infants and children. In its Opinion adopted in July 2012 in accordance with Article 41 of the 
Euratom Treaty, the Commission took the view that the planned investment for two nuclear 
power reactors in Hinkley Point fulfilled the objectives of the Euratom Treaty.


