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movement, on the environmental situation in the Agro Nolano area of 
Campania – Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners express concern at the illicit disposal of toxic waste in the Agro Nolano area, 
.particularly in the municipalities of Nola, San Vitaliano, Saviano and Palma Campania.

They indicate that the waste is being incinerated, resulting in toxic emissions which are 
particularly harmful to both health and the environment. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

In the framework of infringement procedure 2007/2195, concerning the management of waste in 
Campania, the European Commission keeps having frequent contacts with the Italian authorities. 
In this context, the Commission has also raised the issue of the uncontrolled burning of waste in 
Campania, and in particular in the Naples and Caserta provinces, urging the Italian authorities to 
take the necessary measures. According to the information provided by the Italian authorities, a 
special task force has been set up in Campania which should monitor the regional territory so as 
to combat the uncontrolled disposal of waste.
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As regards Directive 2004/35/CE on environmental liability (ELD)1, it should be pointed out 
that the ELD applies in case of environmental damage to land (land contamination that creates 
a significant risk to human health), water (significant effects on the water status or potential) 
or biodiversity (significant effects on the conservation status of protected species or natural 
habitats) as defined by the ELD. If the competent national authorities conclude that the 
damage is significant and establish the causal link between the activities of the liable 
operators and the damage, remedial measures must be identified by the operators and 
approved by the competent national authorities. 

Conclusion

The Commission will keep monitoring the waste situation in Campania in the framework of the 
above infringement procedure. However, the Commission cannot replace the competent national 
authorities, because, under the EU Treaties, the responsibility for implementing EU law lies with 
the national authorities, whereas the Commission can mainly urge them to do so by different 
means, including by launching an infringement procedure. As mentioned above, the Commission 
has already launched an infringement procedure concerning waste management in Campania 
and, in that context, keeps monitoring the situation in order to check that the Italian authorities 
take the necessary measures to ensure that waste is managed without endangering human health 
and the environment.

                                               
1 Directive 2004/35/CE on environmental liability with regard to the prevention and remedying of environmental 
damage (OJ L 143, 30.4.2004, p. 56).


