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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1211/2012 by Angelo Spinillo (Italian), with 36 signatures,
concerning toxic fumes from waste incineration in the provinces of Napoli 
and Caserta

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners, who are clergymen in the Aversa Diocese, express concern at the problem of 
toxic waste, including tonnes of tyres, skins and industrial waste wrongfully disposed of on 
public land or farmland and subsequently incinerated, emitting toxic fumes and making the air 
unbreathable.

The petitioners indicate that organised criminal circles, in particular the Camorra, are 
involved, making it impossible to resolve the problem.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

In the framework of infringement procedure 2007/2195, concerning the management of waste in 
Campania, the European Commission has continued and frequent contacts with the Italian 
authorities. In this context, the Commission has also raised the issue of the uncontrolled burning 
of waste in Campania, and in particular in the Naples and Caserta provinces, urging the Italian 
authorities to take the necessary measures. According to the information provided by the Italian 
authorities, a special task force has been set up in Campania which should monitor the regional
territory so as to combat the uncontrolled disposal of waste.
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Conclusion

The Commission will keep monitoring the waste situation in Campania in the framework of the 
above infringement procedure. The Commission cannot replace the competent national 
authorities, because, under the EU Treaties, the responsibility for implementing EU law lies with 
the national authorities. As mentioned above, the Commission has already launched an 
infringement procedure concerning waste management in Campania and, in that context, keeps 
monitoring the situation and compelling the Italian authorities to take the necessary measures to 
ensure that waste is managed without endangering human health and the environment.


