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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1256/2012 by Michele Thew (British), on behalf of European 
Coalition to End Animal Experiments (ECEAE), bearing 220 000 signatures, 
on Stopping experiments on animals for cosmetics

1. Summary of petition

The ECEAE which currently represents 24 animal welfare organisations across 22 European 
countries has collected 220 000 signatures in Europe in its campaign calling to end testing 
cosmetics on animals. The cosmetics directive 76/768/EC has banned testing of cosmetic 
ingredients and finished products on animals within the EU. Over 220 000 citizens believe 
that pre-agreed 2013 deadline for sale of ingredients and products that have been tested on 
animals outside of the EU should be maintained without exceptions. They call for Europe 
which should have a leading role in the world to keep its principal decision and allow no 
postponement. Thus Europe can make a real global difference. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 January 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

The Cosmetics Directive 76/768/EEC1 foresees a phasing-out of animal testing for cosmetic 
products. Animal testing of finished cosmetic products in the Union has been prohibited since 
2004 and of cosmetic ingredients since March 2009. As from 11 March 2009, it is also 
prohibited to market in the Union cosmetic products and their ingredients which have been 

                                               
1 Council Directive of 27 July 1976 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
cosmetic products, OJ L 262, 27.9.1976, p. 169.
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tested on animals in order to meet the requirements of the Directive. This marketing ban 
applies to all but the most complex human health effects to be tested to demonstrate the safety 
of cosmetic products (repeated-dose toxicity, including skin sensitisation, carcinogenicity, 
reproductive toxicity and toxicokinetics), for which the European Parliament and the Council 
extended the deadline to 11 March 2013. According to Article 4a (2.3) of the Cosmetics 
Directive the Commission was called upon to inform the European Parliament and the 
Council where, for technical reasons, one or more of the tests covered by the 2013 marketing 
ban would not be developed and validated by 2013 and to put forward a legislative proposal.
It was in this context that the Commission assessed the different options in relation to this 
remaining deadline, including postponing it or proposing the possibility to introduce a 
derogation mechanism. It is this derogation option that is made reference to in the Petition at 
several occasions. 

Since the submission of the petition in November 2012 the Commission has taken a clear 
position on respecting this deadline. The Commission has adopted a Communication1 in 
which it confirms the Commission's commitment to maintain the 2013 deadline and outlines 
how it intends to further support research and innovation in this area while promoting animal 
welfare world-wide. The Commission has accordingly made no further legislative proposal in 
relation to the deadline.

Conclusion

The Commission considers that with its Communication of 11 March 2013 it has taken a clear 
position on the issue and has provided the reassurance requested by the petitioner that the 
2013 marketing ban is maintained as provided by the legislation.  

                                               
1 Commission Communication on the animal testing and marketing ban and on the state of play in relation to 
alternative methods in the field of cosmetics, COM (2013) 135 final of 11.3.2013 


