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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1291/2012 by Steffen Eitner (German), on the introduction of a 
European DAB+ radio channel providing unlimited information for all EU 
citizens

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for the introduction of a radio channel using DAB+ technology providing 
information about the EU throughout its territory, arguing that this would promote greater 
mutual understanding and encourage a common European identity. He takes the view that 
broadcasting is structured on excessively national lines and that information is provided only 
from the individual countries concerned. He accordingly proposes the introduction of a broad 
package of programmes in different languages, including Esperanto, covering cultural events 
and other news items from the whole of Europe, arguing that, the more people hear and know 
of each other, the better it will be for Europe.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 February 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

In the domain of broadcasting activity, the European Union has enacted a regulatory 
framework for the creation of an Internal Market for audiovisual media services, which is set 
out in the Audiovisual Media Services Directive1. Radio broadcasting activity is not covered 

                                               
1 Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 March 2010 on the coordination of 
certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States concerning the 
provision of audiovisual media services.
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by this initiative. 

Due to the predominantly local nature of radio broadcasting, the EU, in line with the principle 
of subsidiarity, has left the regulation and development of its content primarily to the 
responsibility of Member States. Accordingly, the creation of ensembles for transmission via 
DAB+ (Digital Audio Broadcasting) is today a task that is accomplished at the national level 
in accordance with domestic licensing practices. Ensembles may be composed by licensees 
and transmitted according to the conditions stipulated by the competent national regulatory 
bodies granting frequency usage and programme authorisations. 

Pan-European transmission of the same ensemble in the frequency bands where DAB+ 
operates would require not only agreement among licensees on its composition, but also 
depend on these using the same frequency throughout the Member States. While this 
possibility does exist in principle, the necessary coordination effort will have to be undertaken 
by the parties concerned. The Treaties on the European Union and its functioning do not 
provide the Union institutions with a mandate to create such an ensemble by themselves. The 
fact that there is currently no DAB+ radio programme distributed all over Europe illustrates 
the limited commercial appeal that such a project has had thus far.

Conclusion

The European Union does not have the competences necessary to support the specific 
initiative requested. Its activities in the spectrum policy domain seek to create a business 
environment conducive to the establishment of such a programme based on private initiative.


