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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0929/2012 by Francisco Pérez Martínez (Spanish), on behalf of the 
Greens of the Community of Madrid, on banning what are known as bull 
festivals 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who advocates a ban on what are commonly known as ‘bull festivals’, 
mentions the situation in San Sebastián de los Reyes, a town in Spain where over 
EUR 300 000 has been spent on bull-related festivities, when more than 2 million Spanish 
children are on the breadline. The petitioner is therefore seeking an end to all financial 
support to the city council of San Sebastián de los Reyes, as long as it continues to grant 
public subsidies to such spectacles, which he considers cruel and brutal, and which he thinks 
cause innocent animals to suffer for the pleasure of humans insensitive to the pain of bulls, 
bullocks, cows, etc. He would also like an audit to be conducted into that municipality’s 
accounts.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 March 2013

The Commission can confirm that no bullfighting expenditures have been certified in Madrid 
neither under the European Regional Development Fund nor under the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development.  
Within the framework of the shared management principle, the responsibility for the 
selection, management and implementation of projects within the programmes lies solely with 
the Members States and the national authorities who exert such responsibility in full 
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compliance with applicable EU and national legislation. The Commission is not aware of any 
EU-part-financed operation having led to finance bullfighting actions, although it is not in a 
position to fully exclude that some of these facilities have indirectly benefited from 
investments aimed at either upgrading or restructuring local public facilities. Within the 
framework of Article 167 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the 
Commission's role is to contribute to the flowering of the cultures of the Member States, 
while respecting their national and regional diversity and, at the same time, bringing common 
cultural heritage to the fore. The appraisal of what falls under the scope of cultural heritage 
lies with the Member States.


