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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0605/2012 by Mariella Cappai (Italian), on a call for legislation 
requiring the installation of eyesight-protection software on computers

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is asking for computer manufacturers to install software that warns users, every 
two hours, of the need to take a break, in order to protect their sight; this is particularly aimed 
at protecting children's health.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 September 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 April 2013

The Commission's observations

The EU safety legislation1 applicable to electrical equipment2 requires producers to place on 
                                               
1 Such as the General Product Safety Directive (2001/95/EC) or the Radio and Telecommunications Terminal 
Equipment Directive (1999/5/EC) or the Low Voltage Directive (2006/95/EC).
2 Including screen equipment such as computers, laptop computers etc. Such equipment is not considered as toys 
within the meaning of the Toy Safety Directive 2009/48/EC and hence falls outside its scope.  However, if such 
equipment is specifically designed for and targeted at children younger than 14 and has a play value on its own, 
it is considered to be a toy.  Examples of such equipment can be found in Guidance Document No 16, available 
under http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/toys/files/guidance-
documents/016_20120709_guideline_electronic_equipment_en.pdf In the latter case, the equipment is covered 
by the general safety requirement of the Toy Safety Directive which stipulates that toys shall not jeopardise the 
safety or health of users or third parties when they are used as intended in a foreseeable way, bearing on mind 
the behaviour of children.    
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the market products which are compliant, hence safe, and provide any safety information 
which is necessary to ensure the safe use of these products.
Both economic operators and Member State authorities are obliged to intervene immediately 
to restrict or prevent the placing on the market of dangerous products. 
In the field of the protection of the health and safety of workers at work, Council Directive 
90/270/EEC of 29 May 1990 lays down specific obligations for employers in addition to the 
general provisions concerning workers’ health and safety to protect the safety and health of 
workers using display screen equipment.  
This Directive delimits its personal scope to workers who habitually use display screen 
equipment as a significant part of their normal work1. In addition, employers are obliged to 
perform an analysis of workstations in order to evaluate the safety and health conditions to 
which they give rise for their workers, particularly as regards possible risks to eyesight, 
physical problems and problems of mental stress2. Lastly, the employer must plan the daily 
activities of workers using display screen equipment in such a way that daily work on a 
display screen is periodically interrupted by breaks or changes of activity3.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the EU safety legislation applicable to electrical equipment and to toys ensures 
that compliant products, when placed on the EU market, are safe.
As regards the aspects related to health and safety of workers at work, Directive 90/270/EEC 
already foresees the obligation to periodically interrupt screen work. This Directive has to be 
transposed and implemented by the Member States who have discretion to maintain or 
introduce more stringent protective measures than those laid down in the said Directive.
Thus there is no need to enact, at EU level, a specific legislation requiring that display screen 
equipment is fitted with the above mentioned software.

                                               
1Article 2(c) of Directive 90/270/EEC. 
2 Article 3(1) of Directive 90/270/EEC.
3 Article 7 of Directive 90/270/EEC.


