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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0831/2012 by Gianluca Sciacchitano (Italian), on water management 
in the province of Trapani (Sicily)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the inefficient management of drinking water in the province of 
Trapani in Sicily indicating that supplies are frequently cut off, sometimes for as long as 45
days consecutively.

He alleges that, in a sector dominated by cronyism, the ‘Siciliacque’ company is taking 
advantage of its connections to sell water from the Trapani desalination plant at exorbitant 
prices.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 April 2013

As regards the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, we would like to refer the 
Petitioner to our reply to Written Question E-007399/20121 (Joao Ferreira).

Within the EU, there is at present no specific legislation addressing the question of the human 
right to water. In the absence of specific EU legislation, it is for the individual EU Member 

                                               
1 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bWQ%2bE-2012-
007399%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN.
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States to decide how to ensure that such a right is fully respected.  

Concerning the key elements of the right to safe drinking water and sanitation (availability in 
sufficient quantity, safety, accessibility, affordability) some of them are covered by existing 
EU legislation.

The Drinking Water Directive1 ensures the safety of drinking water within the EU. The Urban 
Waste Water Treatment Directive2 contributes to good sanitation by requiring adequate waste 
water treatment. The Water Framework Directive3 establishes a legal framework to protect 
and restore clean water across Europe and ensure its long-term, sustainable use. It recognises 
that water is not a commercial product like any other and that Member States, in their water 
pricing policies, may have regard to social effects.

However, none of the above mentioned EU directives addresses the issue raised in the petition 
of ensuring uninterrupted access to water supply which therefore falls within the remit of 
national law.

Conclusion
Considering the evidence provided by the Petitioner, the Commission did not identify any 
breach of the relevant EU legislation, and does therefore not see any grounds to further 
investigate the issue.

                                               
1 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31998L0083:EN:NOT.
2 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31991L0271:EN:NOT.
3 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0060:EN:NOT.


