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European Platform for Consumers and the Environment, on the danger 
posed to human health by pesticides

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests, first, that the effects on human health of pesticides and chemical 
contamination in general be studied and, second, that their sale be banned. Studies already 
carried out by individual researchers, such as Prof. Miquel Porta, show that the blood of many 
individuals contains large quantities of DDT, although it has already been banned for a 
number of years. Another study carried out in France demonstrated that, over the course of a 
single day, a young person can accumulate 45 pollutants from the produce that he or she 
ingests and the types of packaging holding them. The petitioner adds that it is likely that the 
origins of many of the illnesses whose causes cannot be explained, such as cancer, 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s, lie in this type of produce.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 April 2013

The petitioner is concerned about contaminants of food, in particular pesticide residues. He 
calls, as a matter of urgency, for measures to be taken concerning the application of EU 
requirements to imported food, the creation of a working group to consider occupational 
illness of farmers, as well as "natural" plant protection.
In the EU, the authorisation of plant protection products (also called "pesticides") is regulated
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and has as the objective to protect human health and the environment (Regulation (EC) No 
1107/20091). The EU authorisation system for plant protection products can be practically 
considered as the strictest regulatory system in the world in terms of data requirements. It is 
based on a robust risk assessment performed by Member States and the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA). Only plant protection products which are considered safe for human health 
and the environment are authorised.

As a consequence of this strict authorisation system in place, only about 40% of the plant 
protection products which were on the market before 1993 are authorised today. It should be 
however kept in mind that small traces in the environment of persistent plant protection 
products which have been taken out of the market but were used before (e.g. DDT) are 
technically unavoidable even if the products are not used anymore since years.
The EU law also guarantees the protection of consumers defining the maximum residue levels 
(MRLs) of pesticides allowed in food and feed (Regulation (EC) No 396/20052). These MRLs 
apply equally to agricultural commodities produced in the EU and to imported agricultural 
commodities.
The compliance with the MRLs is controlled routinely via official controls requested by the 
EU legislation (Regulation (EC) No 882/20043 and Regulation (EC) No 396/2005). Increased 
levels of official controls are also set for some agricultural commodities coming from non-EU 
countries where particular hazards have been identified (Regulation (EC) No 669/20094).
Regarding the use of plant protection products, the Commission would like to draw attention 
to the fact that during the authorisation process, labelling requirements for each of these 
products are defined. These labelling requirements (Regulation (EC) No 1272/20085) need to 
be shown on all packages and cover aspects relevant for the personal protection of the user as 
well as, if relevant, restrictions of use concerning environmental aspects. It is the 
responsibility of the farmers and users to comply with these labelling requirements. 
Moreover, further information and training of users are encouraged via the Directive
2009/128/EC6 on the sustainable use of pesticides.
In addition to the European legislation explained before, which defines the authorisation of 
plant protection products under strict criteria and the setting of MRLs, the Commission and 
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Member States are further encouraging the sustainable use of pesticides (Directive 
2009/128/EC). For example, Member States are requested to take all necessary measures to 
promote low pesticide-input pest management, like integrated pest management. This also 
includes pheromone techniques like the one mentioned by the petitioner. Further, Member 
States should have adopted by 2012 their National Action Plans, which set objectives and 
targets to reduce impacts of pesticide use on human health (including worker protection) and 
the environment. Substances of concern are requested to be monitored.
Furthermore, Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 provides for strict health and environment-based 
approval criteria. This means that substances classified as carcinogenic, toxic for reproduction 
or mutagenic (categories 1A or 1B according to Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008); endocrine 
disruptors; persistent organic pollutants (POP); persistent, bio-accumulative and toxic (PBT); 
or very persistent and very bioaccumulative (vPvB) cannot be approved – and therefore not 
used – unless the exposure to humans is negligible.
The Commission would like to reassure the petitioner that a high level of protection for 
health, safety and the environment is ensured via the EU legislation in place, which applies to 
the authorisation of plant protection products (Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009), the setting of 
maximum residue levels and the relevant official controls (Regulations (EC) No 396/2005, No 
882/2004, No 669/2009) and the sustainable use of pesticides (Directive 2009/128/EC). 

Furthermore, the Commission wishes to emphasize that the implementation of the legislation 
is a continuous process and that for the legislation acts stated before, work is on-going on a 
routine basis in order to fulfil the objective to protect human health and the environment.


