
CM\939032EN.doc PE513.207v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

30.4.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0975/2012 by S. S. (German), on an EU ban on vessels fuelled by 
heavy fuel oil

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a ban in EU waters on ships using heavy fuel oil as engine fuel. He 
says that the use of heavy fuel oil as engine fuel for vessels is already banned in Germany and 
that heavy fuel oil constitutes a danger to public health because of the large amount of soot 
emitted. He therefore argues in favour of a ban on heavy fuel oil and a switch to diesel, which 
would only cost consumers a few extra cents per product transported.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 April 2013

The quality of fuel used by ships is regulated in the European Union by Directive 1999/32/EC 
on the sulphur content of certain liquid fuels1. The Directive has been recently amended by 
Directive 2012/33/EU2. The amendment aligns the EU law with the international 
requirements of MARPOL Annex VI of the International Maritime Organisation agreed in 
2008. MARPOL Annex VI introduces stricter sulphur standards. In particular the standard 
applicable to all ships will go down in 2020 from current 3.50% to 0.50% of sulphur content 
in fuels. The standard for ships operating in sea areas with especially sensitive ecosystems,
so-called Sulphur Emission Control Areas (SECA), will go down from 1.00% to 0.10% in 
2015. Currently there are three sea areas established as SECA in the European Union, i.e. 
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Baltic Sea, North Sea and English Channel. In order to establish other sea areas in the 
European Union as SECA a request has to be submitted to the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) by the Member States concerned. The Commission, who has only an 
observer status at the IMO, has no competence to submit such a request.

In addition to the MARPOL requirements, the Directive prohibits the use of heavy fuel oil 
that has sulphur content above 3.50% and requires ships to use clean fuel (0.10%) while at 
berth. 

Even though the Directive does not ban the use of heavy fuel oil, the new stricter standards 
will require ships to use cleaner fuel which will result in reduced ship emissions. 

Germany has already stricter standards in the national legislation as it decided to transpose the 
provisions of MARPOL Annex VI before it was included in the EU legislation. 

In addition Directive 98/70/EC on the quality of petrol and diesel fuels1 limits the sulphur 
content of gas oil used by inland waterway vessels to 20 mg/kg from 1 January 2011.

Conclusion

The Commission has informed the petitioner about the recently amended EU legislation on 
the fuel used by ships which addresses concerns raised in the petition. Therefore, the 
Commission considers that no immediate action is needed.
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