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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1052/2012 by Loukia Stergiou (Greek), concerning EU policies 
regarding the granting of asylum to third country nationals

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who indicates that Greece is facing a serious problem relating to clandestine 
immigration, having been targeted by organised criminal networks in Turkey, calls for a 
review of Council Regulation (EC) No 343/2003 of 18 February 2003 establishing the criteria 
and mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible for examining an asylum 
application lodged in one of the Member States by a third country national. More specifically, 
the she proposes the creation in each of the Member States of a European office responsible 
for examining asylum applications with the assistance of UN experts and the involvement of 
the EU and European External Action Service. She also recommends the signature of a 
memorandum of understanding with Turkey with a view to consolidating EU external borders 
and according priority to vulnerable asylum seekers.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 December 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 April 2013

The Commission tabled a proposal to revise the Dublin Regulation in December 20081, with 

                                               
1 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the criteria and 
mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible for examining an application for international 
protection lodged in one of the Member States by a third-country national or a stateless person. COM(2008) 820 
final.
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the twofold purpose of increasing the efficiency of the Dublin system and of enhancing the 
protection of applicants. Following four years of negotiations between the European 
Parliament and the Council, political agreement was reached on 14 November 2012. The 
agreement was endorsed by the Justice and Home Affairs Council on 6 December 2012 and 
by the Civil Liberties Committee of the European Parliament on 27 November 2012. The text 
is currently awaiting formal adoption by the two co-legislators. The Regulation, as with the 
other legal instruments comprising the Common European Asylum System, retains the 
principle that individual asylum claims are assessed by the Member States and not at the 
European level. 

Regarding irregular migration, FRONTEX and Turkey have recently signed an operational 
memorandum of understanding, which aims to establish the basic rules for joint assessment 
and the sharing of information and experience to tackle irregular migration, as well as for 
carrying out joint projects between Turkish border authorities and Frontex. 

Concerning the Greek asylum and migration policy, the Commission, together with Member 
States, Union agencies and international organisations, is supporting Greece to reform its 
system, to ensure that asylum seekers and other migrants are treated in accordance with 
European Union law. 


