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Amendment 1
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 1
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
1. A national comprehensive plan for 
implementing an effective waste 
hierarchy is necessary involving the 
active participation of local, regional and 
national authorities and representatives of 
civil society, where reduction of 
household waste and improved sorting 
methods are introduced,  enabling more 
efficient recycling processes to function. 
In this context full consideration must be 
given to all types of waste disposal at the 
end of the waste cycle leading to a 
marked reduction in dependency on 
landfills and the development of efficient 
and clean incineration facilities and 
waste/energy plants or other suitable and 
sustainable methods of disposal.

1. A national comprehensive plan for 
implementing an effective waste 
hierarchy is necessary involving the 
active participation of local, regional and 
national authorities and representatives of 
civil society, where reduction of 
household waste and improved sorting 
methods are introduced,  enabling more 
efficient recycling processes to function. 
In this context full consideration must be 
given to all types of waste disposal at the 
end of the waste cycle leading to a 
marked reduction in dependency on 
landfills and the development of efficient 
and clean facilities and waste/energy 
plants or other suitable and sustainable 
methods of disposal.

Amendment 2
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 2
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
2. Simply converting illegal dumpsites 
into legal landfills does not solve the 
structural problem, as they lie at the 
bottom of the EU waste hierarchy and 
pose major economic, social and 
environmental burden. It is suggested that 
alternative technologies of waste 
management are used, adapted to the 
special needs and requirements of each 
location.

2. Simply converting illegal dumpsites 
into legal landfills does not solve the 
structural problem, as they lie at the 
bottom of the EU waste hierarchy and 
pose major economic, social and 
environmental burden.  It is suggested 
that alternative technologies and 
integrated waste management systems
are used upper in the hierarchy set by 
the Directive 2008/98/EC, adapted to the 
special needs and requirements of each 
location.



Amendment 3
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 3
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
3. Moreover, any revision of the already 
committed (2007-2013) and potentially 
new (2014-2020) EU funding must be 
subject to a change of approach in this 
sense, and foremost to meeting the 
current EU environmental and waste-
specific legislation. This applies in 
particular in the case of Grammatiko, 
where in the revision of the EIA report 
and of the construction permits the 
newest EU legislation and practices
should be taken into account.

3. Moreover, any revision of the already 
committed (2007-2013) and potentially 
new (2014-2020) EU funding must be 
subject to a change of approach in this 
sense, and foremost to meeting the 
current EU environmental and waste-
specific legislation. This applies in 
particular in the case of Grammatiko, 
where in the, needed according the 
Community Law, (Directive 2008/1/EC-
IPPC) revision of the EIA report and 
consequently of the Environmental 
Permit (which is equal to the term 
Construction Permit), the newest EU 
legislation and the best available 
techniques should be taken into account.

Amendment 4
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 3
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
3. Moreover, any revision of the already 
committed (2007-2013) and potentially 
new (2014-2020) EU funding must be 
subject to a change of approach in this 
sense, and foremost to meeting the 
current EU environmental and waste-
specific legislation. This applies in 
particular in the case of Grammatiko, 
where in the revision of the EIA report 
and of the construction permits the 
newest EU legislation and practices 
should be taken into account.

3. Moreover, any revision of the already 
committed (2007-2013) and potentially 
new (2014-2020) EU funding must be 
subject to a change of approach in this 
sense, and foremost to meeting the 
current EU environmental and waste-
specific legislation. This applies in 
particular in the case of Grammatiko, 
where in the revision of the EIA report 
and of the construction permits the 
newest EU legislation and practices 
should be taken into account. In this 
sense, the compliance with the highest 
safety standards and the most stringent 
precautionary measures against any 
sorts of risk for the human health and 
environment should be properly 
assessed.



Amendment 5
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 4
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
4. All these environmental and economic 
considerations must respected to the full 
and   the selection of landfill locations 
must be publicly justified, allowing for 
full access to information and a genuine 
public participation should be able to 
consider alternative options.

4. All these environmental and economic 
considerations must be respected to the 
full and the selection of landfill locations 
must be publicly justified by scientific 
studies on an ex-ante basis, allowing for 
full access to information and a genuine 
public participation should be able to 
consider alternative options. Detailed 
geological analyses on the concerned 
area must be carried and all the possible 
sources of water pollution must be 
thoroughly assessed. The impact in 
terms of costs and emissions of the 
transport of waste to the sites must be 
also a factor under consideration.

Amendment 6
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 4 a (new)
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment

4a. It appears rather clear the detection 
of streams in the area of the 
Grammatiko landfill before starting the 
project, but the fact was concealed. This 
fact, together with the recent evidence of 
waste and leachates pouring into the 
sea, should be subject to a deep 
reconsideration of the appropriateness 
of the location.

Amendment 7
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 4 b (new)
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment

4b. Given its current situation near to 
saturation, leading to recent leaks of 
leachate into the Kokkytos river, and its 
placement on a farming area, it is 
suggested to close the landfill of 
Karvouanri within the next three years, 
as soon as a new solution will be 
implemented in Epirus region. It is 
important to note furthermore that the 
pre-requisite for EU co-funding for such 



project was to set up a sorting and 
recycling system with dedicated 
facilities, which was not respected, and 
hence concrete corrective action should 
be taken.

Amendment 8
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 4 c (new)
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment

4c. Regarding Lefkimmi, which is also 
placed in the middle of an agricultural 
area and in particular olive trees, and 
taking into account serious dysfunctions 
of existing similar types of landfills and 
the risks for serious incidents and risks 
cited in the study of geological research 
institute, we recommend applying the 
precautionary principle, and not put it 
into operation.

Amendment 9
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 4 d (new)
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment

4d. Whereas the several judiciary 
appeals in the different court levels have 
certainly delayed the implementation of 
some of the projects presented by Greek 
authorities to the Commission, it must 
be pointed out that the exercise of the 
legitimate right of seeking judicial 
redress cannot in any case be considered 
the root cause explaining the lag in 
conformity to EU waste legislation in 
Greece.

Amendment 10
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 5
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
5. The use of modern technology and 
state of the art technical methods in the 
construction of waste management 
works, in order to ensure that safe works 
that are environmentally secure are 
constructed. Concretely, for instance in 

5. The use of modern technology and 
state of the art technical methods in the 
EIA and construction of waste 
management works, in order to ensure 
that safe works that are environmentally 
secure are constructed. Concretely, for 



Grammatiko and Karvounari that proper
boreholes are put in function for the 
collection of water samples to determine 
whether there are leakages to 
groundwater and therefore a risk to public 
health. A moratorium should be 
established on their use while further 
more conclusive checks are conducted to 
establish their status and the 
extent/potential contamination of 
groundwater. Should such a risk become 
apparent, the sites should be immediately 
closed.

instance in Grammatiko the non 
realisation of sampling boreholes during 
the EIA report, led to the question of the 
findings of the EIA report, by University 
Institutions but also by competent state 
authorities who carried out inspections 
concerning ground and underground 
waters and the water permeability of the 
subsoil.  In order to ascertain precisely 
these critical elements, in order to allay 
the reasonable concerns of residents and 
in order to technically ensure the 
additional investments that are going to 
be co-financed by the European 
Commission, sampling boreholes, in the 
appropriate points, should be carried out 
by independent experts.  Also, in 
Grammatiko and Karvounari that, as 
foreseen in the EIA report, boreholes 
(which are completely different from the 
sampling ones that should have been 
carried out, in order to determine 
whether the location was appropriate)
are put in function for the collection of 
water samples to determine whether there 
are leakages to groundwater and therefore 
a risk to public health. A moratorium 
should be established on their use while 
further more conclusive checks are 
conducted to establish their status and the 
extent/potential contamination of 
groundwater. Should such a risk become 
apparent, the sites should be immediately 
closed.

Amendment 11
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 5 
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
5. The use of modern technology and 
state of the art technical methods in the 
construction of waste management 
works, in order to ensure that safe works 
that are environmentally secure are 
constructed. Concretely, for instance in 
Grammatiko and Karvounari that proper 
boreholes are put in function for the 
collection of water samples to determine 
whether there are leakages to 

5. The use of modern technology and 
state of the art technical methods in the 
construction of waste management 
works, in order to ensure that safe works 
that are environmentally secure are 
constructed, is imperative already from 
the construction phase and must remain 
in full functioning during the whole 
operating life of the sites. Concretely, for 
instance in Grammatiko and Karvounari 



groundwater and therefore a risk to public 
health. A moratorium should be 
established on their use while further 
more conclusive checks are conducted to 
establish their status and the 
extent/potential contamination of 
groundwater. Should such a risk become 
apparent, the sites should be immediately 
closed.

that proper boreholes are put in function 
for the collection of water samples to 
determine whether there are leakages to 
groundwater and therefore a risk to public 
health. The results of the samples should 
be made publicly available. A 
moratorium should be established on 
their use while further more conclusive 
checks are conducted to establish their 
status and the extent/potential 
contamination of groundwater. Should 
such a risk become apparent, the sites 
should be immediately closed.

Amendment 12
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 5 a (new)
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment

5a. Taking into consideration that 
strong concerns have been raised by 
specialized geological institutions about 
the risk for underground water by the 
operation of Lefkimmi landfill, and 
taking into consideration the findings on 
the field about the same risks, we invoke 
the precautionary principle and we 
request the carry out of appropriate on 
field technical assessment, by 
independent experts, before any other 
action is realized.

Amendment 13
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 6
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
6. The European Commission should 
implement a more cohesive policy in 
controlling the use of funds disbursed and 
through reinforced inspection capacity 
exercise close monitoring, eventually also 
through on site- visits.

6. The European Commission should 
implement a more cohesive policy in 
controlling the use of funds disbursed and 
through reinforced inspection capacity 
exercise close monitoring, eventually also 
through on site- visits.  Also, the 
European Commission should be 
sensitive and intervene, in accordance 
with its obligation under Directive 
85/337/EEC, in cases where there are 
indications of manifest errors in design 



and construction of co-financed 
projects, before these projects are 
completed and cause damage to the 
environment and waste of public funds.

Amendment 14
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 7
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
Waste management must be promoted as 
an essential part of economic 
development, involving the private and 
public sectors, and become the object of 
a consensus at political level. If such 
policies are seen to be divisive or 
politically motivated they cannot obtain 
public support nor the confidence of 
citizens.

Waste management must be promoted as 
an essential part of economic 
development, and become the object of a 
consensus at political level. If such 
policies are seen to be divisive or 
politically motivated they cannot obtain 
public support nor the confidence of 
citizens.

Amendment 15
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 7 
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
7. Waste management must be promoted 
as an essential part of economic 
development, involving the private and 
public sectors, and become the object of a 
consensus at political level. If such 
policies are seen to be divisive or 
politically motivated they cannot obtain 
public support nor the confidence of 
citizens.

7. Waste management must be promoted 
as an essential part of economic 
development, involving the private and 
public sectors, and become the object of a 
consensus at political level. If such 
policies are seen to be divisive or 
politically motivated they cannot obtain 
public support nor the confidence of 
citizens. Any political exploitation of the 
genuine concern on waste management 
issues by citizens and their claim for 
sustainable environmental solutions 
must be stopped and instead a national 
pact for sustainable waste management 
should be subscribed by the different 
political parties.

Amendment 16
Nikolaos Chountis
Recommendation 7 a (new)



Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
7a. Taking into consideration, that 
citizens have filed Petitions regarding 
the totally unacceptable situation in 
Fyli, which we will review as soon as 
possible, and that the degradation of the 
environment in Fyli will be a monument 
of environmental mayhem, sickness and 
human suffering at least for the next 3 
generations living in the area; We 
request from the Greek authorities and 
the European Commission, to promote 
the immediate performance, by 
independent international institutions, 
of  toxicological and epidemiological 
studies on the population of the 
municipality of Fyli, and to promote the 
immediate closure of the Fyli landfill 
and all the installations in and around 
it.

Amendment 17
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 8
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
8. For future waste management 
facilities, suitable and appropriate 
locations should be identified based upon 
objective scientific and sociological 
criteria. The decisions on locations, must 
in every case and without exception 
ensure the proper implementation of EU 
legislations and directives regarding 
waste. It is crucial that the Ministry's 
Environmental inspectors are allowed to 
do and conclude their work and report 
independently and in good time for 
effective decisions to be taken without 
undue delay.

8. For future waste management 
facilities, suitable and appropriate 
locations should be identified based upon 
objective scientific and sociological 
criteria. The decisions on locations, must 
in every case and without exception 
ensure the proper implementation of EU 
legislations and directives regarding 
waste, and be based exclusively on 
technical criteria. It is crucial that the 
Ministry's Environmental inspectors are 
allowed to do and conclude their work 
and report independently and in good 
time for effective decisions to be taken 
without undue delay.

Amendment 18
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 9
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
9. It is of utmost importance to put in 9. It is of utmost importance to put in 



practice a transparency approach 
concerning waste management, and 
particularly towards population 
potentially affected by sites and new 
projects, and include them in the 
decision-making process.

practice a transparency approach 
concerning waste management, and 
particularly towards population 
potentially affected by sites and new 
projects, and include them in the 
decision-making process, in opposition to 
an authoritarian approach which leads 
to the current mistrust among the local 
population.

Amendment 19
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 9 a (new)
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment

9a. In order to meet the local needs on 
waste treatment, a decentralised 
management model can suit better the 
purpose, as it focuses on obtaining the 
largest possible recovery of materials 
and on the biggest possible reduction of 
the mixed waste quantities, which are in 
need of further treatment. Since it relies 
on the principles of closeness as well as 
on the small scale of just council and 
inter-council installations, this more 
flexible model can well be materialised 
more quickly and with lower costs, thus 
guaranteeing the necessary funding on 
a constant basis. It can also well 
facilitate the participation of the citizens, 
which may well trigger fresh actions in 
relation to the targets on waste 
reduction, sorting and recycling. In this 
sense, calls the attention of competent 
Greek authorities to the plan drawn up 
by the movement Initiative for the 
Agreement for the Waste Management, 
with technical and financial studies 
showing viability of such plans with 
higher environmental safety, and 
securing the fulfilment of all the targets 
in question at low construction and 
operational costs.

Amendment 20
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 10
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment



10. Waste management should be seen as 
a great opportunity to boost employment, 
both at the level of expertise during 
planning, construction and operation of 
the facilities, as well as at the level of 
recycling waste. Future waste 
management plans should take this aspect 
into account in every case.

10. Waste management should be seen as 
a great opportunity to boost employment, 
both at the level of expertise during 
planning, construction and operation of 
the facilities, as well as at the level of 
recycling waste. Future waste 
management plans should take this aspect 
into account in every case. In the current 
context of economic crisis, reduction of 
waste lowers the management costs for 
public and private budgets whereas 
sorting enables new resources and raw 
materials at low cost.

Amendment 21
Margrete Auken
Recommendation 11
Text proposed by the rapporteur Amendment
11. Finally, with regard to the current 
procedure instituted by the Commission 
against Greece before the Court of the 
European Union, this will most probably 
lead to the imposition of fines for non-
compliance with obligations arising from 
legislation and/or from a previous 
judgement. Especially at these 
economically dire times for Greece, it 
would be most conducive if the amounts 
equal to the possible fines were disbursed 
to finance investment on sustainable 
waste management projects and 
preventive measures to reduce waste in 
Greece.

11. Finally, with regard to the current 
procedure instituted by the Commission 
against Greece before the Court of the 
European Union, this will most probably 
lead to the imposition of fines for non-
compliance with obligations arising from 
legislation and/ or from a previous 
judgement. The Commission should be 
careful to accompany its efforts with 
real financial incentives rather than 
only fines for non-compliance. 
Especially at these economically dire 
times for Greece, it would be most 
conducive if the amounts equal to the 
possible fines were disbursed to finance 
investment on sustainable waste 
management projects and preventive 
measures to reduce waste in Greece.


