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For the 2000-2006 period, the BMW region benefited from Objective 1 funding with 
a total ERDF funding allocation of EUR 282m.  This programme supported, inter 
alia, investment in non-national (i.e. secondary) roads in the  region with total ERDF 
– assisted expenditure totalling some EUR 91 million of which the ERDF funding 
share is a reported EUR 68,5 million (75%). The final report for the programme states 
that the ERDF-funded improvement scheme resulted in the improvement of over 1200 
kilometres of non-national roads with 138 kilometres situated in CLAR (rural) areas 
designated by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in 2001.

ERDF also provided financial assistance to the Border, Midland and Western region 
through the 2000-2006 Economic and Social Infrastructure Programme (ESIOP) 
which supported implementation of Ireland's National Development Plan. The 
programme included a ring-fenced funding allocation for the BMW region totalling 
EUR 421,485,285 – some 40% of the overall ERDF funding of EUR 1,039,621,077. 

The ESIOP final report states that total  ERDF-assisted expenditure for the 
programme as a whole totalled over EUR 2 billion with the BMW region benefiting 
from its full ring-fenced entitlement with 78% of the allocation invested in the 
national road network (46 projects) and a further 11% on public transport investments 
including 2 accessibility projects, the renovation of Athlone Bus Station, selective 
mainline rail track improvements, re-signalling on the Westport-Ballina rail lines, the 
Carrick-on-Shannon Passing Loop and a number of platform extensions. 

It should also be pointed out that, in accordance with the eligibility rules in force at 
the time, part of the Southern and Eastern region's ERDF allocation was used to fund 
major investment in the Drogheda Railcar Deport although the Depot is situated in the 
BMW region. 

For the 2007-2013 funding period, the BMW region benefits from its own ERDF 
Competitiveness Programme totalling EUR 457 million split equally between ERDF 
and national public financing sources. The programme has already provided 
assistance for the construction of the Tullamore By-pass and the Athlone-Ballinasloe 
motorway section. The Commission also recently approved a major project decision 
for investment in railcars serving inter-city routes in the BMW region.

Since inception in 1994 through to the 2000-2006 period, Ireland also received 
Cohesion Fund support awarded on a project-by-project basis following applications 
by the national authorities. Such funding supported selected projects in the 
environmental and transport fields. 2000-2006 transport projects included investments 
in the Irish rail network and network signalling, the renovation of Heuston Station in 
Dublin and major road infrastructure projects including the motorway connecting 
Dublin to Northern Ireland, the M50 Ring Road.  The Commission notes that the 
upgrading and improvements to Heuston Station were funded partly through Cohesion 
Fund assistance and not, as appears to be suggested by the Petitioner (cf. see 
paragraph 3 of page 3 of the petition), from "BMW Region funds."


