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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0958/2012 by Pierre Lacroix (French), on behalf of the Fédération 
des Deux-Sèvres pour la Pêche, bearing 217 signatures, on the environmental 
situation of the water system in the Deux-Sèvres region

1. Summary of petition

The petition condemns the deterioration of the water situation in the Poitou-Charentes region, 
caused by an unreasonable use of water resources, in particular with regard to its use in 
agriculture.

This situation is apparently resulting in the loss of a number of rivers and streams.

It should be noted that France's Water Law (LEMA) revised the classification of rivers in 
order to preserve the ecological balance of these aquatic environments

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 November 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2013

‘The Commission takes note of the petitioner's concerns with respect to the deterioration of the 
water situation in the Poitou-Charentes region.  The Water Framework Directive1 and the 

                                               
1 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 
establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy (OJ L 327, 
22.12.2000, p. 1–73).
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Groundwater Directive1 set requirements for the quality of groundwater.  Member States are 
required to assess the chemical status of groundwater, avoid deterioration to groundwater bodies 
and bring water bodies into good chemical status by 2015.
The French authorities are required to establish River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) 
including measures to ensure the good status of groundwater by 2015.
The River Basin Management Plan of the Adour-Garonne River Basin, which the Poitou-
Charentes area is part of, mentions that certain pressures exist on the groundwater resources 
including its use for drinking water.  In this regard, it is necessary to have further information 
with respect to (a) the current chemical and ecological status of surface water bodies and 
quantitative and chemical status ground water bodies in the area and; (b) the evolution of 
pressures on the groundwater resources in the region and the measures that the authorities have 
taken to tackle this matter.

Conclusion
The Commission is seeking further information from the French authorities concerned with 
respect to the above mentioned matters.

                                               
1 Directive 2006/118/EC, OJ L 372, 27.12.2006.


