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Strasbourg, 24 March 2012

Dear Ms. Mazzoni and members of the Petitions Committee,

Please excuse my writing to you again so soon but I wished to inform you of the latest 
developments with regard to the European schools budget and ask that this be urgently 
discussed by your Committee in the context of Petition no. 4782011.

Sever cuts to all the European schools budgets in order to come under the envelope set by the 
Commission (even lower than last year1) means that the 2013 Budget does not reflect the real 
educational needs of the schools in order to deliver a quality European education and that not 
only has there been no improvements to the many well-known, long-standing problems at the 
schools – chronic overcrowding, lost teaching hours, insufficient schools days, lack of learning 
support to aid reducing repeat-rates, lack of common educational materials - exacerbated by 
the financial crisis, but that the increase of almost 1000 pupils has not sufficiently been taken 
into account and the long-awaited for premises for Brussels IV and Luxembourg II, both 
starting this September 2012, are in danger of being seriously underfunded.

Despite all efforts by the schools to cut and cut again, the required contribution by the 
European Union was €179,750,968, 15. However, after even more drastic cuts, an even lower 
2013 budget was proposed, which would require the Community contribution in the 2013 
budget to be only €173,881,010. The fact that these contributions would have been respectively 
€15 and €10 million more than the Commission originally thought “sufficient and 
appropriate” in view of “Its well-founded calculations…” does not reflect their generosity but 
only the absolute functional minimum the system is obligated to pay.

We believe that such a budget is not only damaging to the educational value of the European 
schools, its long term pupils’ wellbeing but to its very fundamental philosophy and that such 
action by the Commission goes against the Convention defining the Statute of the European 
Schools, where Article 25.2 stipulates that “the contribution from the European Communities, 
which is intended to cover the difference between the total amount of expenditure by the 
Schools and the total of other revenue;”.

                                                  
1 “In the Commission’s opinion, a contribution which is €1 million less than the Community contribution for the year 2012 of 
€165,376,010 is sufficient and appropriate in view of the aforementioned elements.  It therefore proposes to set the Community 
contribution in the 2013 budget at €164,360,000.” Document 2012-02-D-22, pg 2



The European schools educational offer has yet again been held hostage by the budgetary gun
detrimental, not only to the 14 Type I schools but also to more and more Type II schools 
accredited to teach the European schooling curriculum resulting in the European 
Baccalaureate.

Therefore, we ask you to urgently discuss the issue with your Committee in the context of our 
Petition no. 4782011, in the context of European Parliament Resolution P7_TA(2011)0402 
(working closely with the Education and Culture Committee) and by considering favourably 
our request that the Petitions Committee commission an external evaluation of the European 
schools by those who have the appropriate competences in educational matters rather than 
Human Resources, DG Administration.

I remain at your disposal for any further information.

Ana Gorey
President, Interparents
info@interparents.eu



Annex 1
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KARLSRUHE   LUXEMBOURG I & II   MOL   MÜNCHEN   VARESE
– THE ASSOCIATION OF THE PARENTS ASSOCIATIONS OF THE EUROPEAN SCHOOLS –

Strasbourg, 2 March 2012

Dear Ms. Mazzoni and Members of the Petitions Committee,

Thank you for keeping us informed of your correspondence with the Commission concerning 
“the effects of the budget cuts on the functioning of the European schools system”. It is now 
evident that it is pointless trying to get DG Administration to understand concerns about the 
reduced educational offer following the new measures adopted in April 2011, as they simply 
do not have the appropriate competences in the field of education and are mainly concerned 
with reducing the financial costs in an administrative system. Needless to say, there has been 
no progress at all on other long standing problems at the schools such as critical overcrowding, 
lost hours, insufficient schools days, need for 5th year Diploma, teacher replacement and 
recruitment (especially now that their salaries and conditions are so unattractive).

In addition, the Commission informed the Secretary General’s Office of the European Schools, 
before the budgetary discussions, that the European Union contribution will again be “frozen” 
despite a projected number of almost 1000 pupils extra for 2012. Already last year “The 
schools were requested to produce their estimates in such a way that the Communities 
contribution can be limited to 164 million”. (pg 1 [2011-D-02-14]) to dramatic effect. The SG 
Office itself predicts a cost per Category I pupil falling to below 2006 levels (Annex 1).

Interparents believe the European Union is contravening the Convention defining the Statute of 
the European Schools by no longer providing a balancing budget, as stipulated in Article 13:

“2. The Board of Governors shall, by no later than 30 April of each year, establish an 
estimate of revenue and expenditure of the Schools for the following financial year and 
forward it forthwith to the Commission, which shall, on that basis, establish the 
necessary forecasts in the preliminary draft general budget of the European 
Communities. The budgetary authority of the European Communities shall fix the 
amount of the European Communities’ contribution under its budgetary procedure.”

Article 13 goes on to foresee what should happen if the budget is not approved:

“4. The Board of Governors shall finally adopt the budget of the Schools before the 
start of the budgetary year and shall adapt it if necessary to the contributions of the 
European Communities and of the organizations or institutions referred to in 
paragraph 3.” 



School budgets are 82% salaries, therefore, the only areas to cut are teaching and hence the 
reduced options, some course no longer even possible, learning support halved in the last year 
and fewer hours given to teachers for coordination and career guidance. These are just a few 
examples of what schools have had to do to produce a budget artificially under the fixed 
envelope set by the Commission.

Statements by the Commission during the Joint Teaching Committee, 9/10 February 2012 are 
not at all encouraging. For example, with regard to agenda item on “Statistics for integration of 
SEN pupils into the European Schools” the Commission said that the measures adopted in the 
schools had borne fruit and that a reduction in costs was to be noted even if the number of 
pupils had not decreased. They also hoped that the tri-partite agreement (therapist-school-
parents) would have a similar effect.

Interparents believe that the schools should freely draw up the budgets according to real needs 
and not deprive the budgetary authorities of the European Union their proper place in the 
proceedings. The Preliminary Draft Budget for 2013, which clearly explains the situation, will 
be discussed by the Budgetary Committee on 12+13 March and then by the Board of 
Governors on 18-20 April 2012.

Debate is necessary more than ever today as discussions within the Board of Governors on 
“cost sharing” are well underway and perhaps more sweeping changes to the system are on the 
table. We believe the European Parliament should be actively involved to ensure that the 
“European dimension” is not lost nor an abstract concept but a reality in the European Schools.

Please consider favourably our request that the Petitions Committee commission an external 
evaluation by those who have the appropriate competences in educational matters.

We would appreciate a meeting to discuss further the situation in the individual schools and 
remain at your disposal for any further information.

Ana Gorey
President, Interparents
info@interparents.eu



Annex 1

EU Contribution versus pupils from the EU institutions
data provided by the SG Office at the Cost Sharing Working Group 6 February 2012


