
Petition 1734/2008 by Virgil Stere (Romanian), on behalf of the Asociaţa Proprietarilor 
Deposedaţi Abuziv de Stat [Association of property owners unlawfully 
dispossessed by the State], bearing 785 signatures, on violation of the right to 
property in Romania

The petitioner, who represents the interests of more than 300 000 families who acquired 
property on the basis of Law 112/1995 on the legal status of properties intended as residential 
accommodation, and which became the property of the State (Legea caselor naţionalizate) 
[Law on nationalised houses], considers that his right to ownership has been violated by later 
legal measures which make it possible for property owners expropriated during the period 
6 March 1945 - 22 December 1989 to recover their properties. According to the petitioner, the 
former tenants acquired their homes legally, and successive changes in the law should not 
violate their right of ownership. The petitioner considers the successive changes in Romanian 
law on the restitution of nationalised properties to be unconstitutional in that they act 
retrospectively, and have facilitated the creation of networks of recovery agents who act on 
behalf of former owners, their successors, or the successors of the successors of former 
owners. He maintains that the entire situation creates a legal uncertainty about the status of 
properties and asks the European Parliament to intervene with the Romanian authorities to 
persuade them to respect the right to legally acquired property.

Information

– The European Parliament has received numerous petitions, including Petition 665/2006, 
from former property owners encountering problems with procedures to re-establish their 
rights over properties confiscated during the communist era, both in Romania and in 
other Central and Eastern European Member States; furthermore, the Parliament has 
received petitions relating to individual cases of tenants who have acquired their 
accommodation legally since 1989 and who have been affected by the restitution process;

- The Committee on Petitions has requested an external study, to provide information on 
the stage reached in the restitution process in Romania, Bulgaria and the Western Balkan 
states; however, the study will not directly tackle the question of tenants who have 
become owners.

- The issue of property ownership was discussed with the Romanian authorities during a 
visit by the delegation of the Committee on Petitions to Romania at the end of June 2008.

Recommendations

– declare admissible;
– ask the Romanian Ministry of Justice for information.


