
– Petition 1235/2010 by Iacob Baciu and Cristi Godinac (Romanian), on 
behalf of Democratic Trade Union Confederation of Romania - CSDR 
and MediaSind Federation of Romania, on the potential violation of the 
right to freedom of expression in connection with the references made to 
the press in the National Defence Strategy of Romania

The petitioners strongly criticize the provisions in Article 6.2 paragraph 10 National 
Defence Strategy of Romania which states that "the phenomenon of orchestrated press 
campaigns aiming to denigrate the institutions of the State by spreading false 
information about their work, the pressure put by media companies on political 
decision-making in order to gain benefits of economic nature or in their relations with 
the state institutions represents (...) a vulnerability of the Romanian State". According 
to the petitioners, such provisions represent a severe threat to the freedom of 
expression in Romania; they would reflect the reluctance of the political class to de-
politicise the national public radio and television as well as the numerous attacks 
against journalists by current political leaders. The petitioners considers that such 
provisions leave room for abuses and would breach the provisions of the European 
Charter of Fundamental Rights and of the European Convention on Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms. 

Information

– Petition 0733/2010 concerned a similar issue and was processed as shown below.  
– The petition was formally presented to the Committee Chairman before the 

Committee meeting of September 29, 2010.
– The Romanian National Defence Strategy is under consideration by the 

Romanian Parliament (November 2010).

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– consider with Petition 0733/2010;
– Inform the petitioner that Article 4.2 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union stresses that national security remains the sole responsibility of 
each Member State; neither the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union or the Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms extend 
the competences of the European Union as laid down by the Treaty. However the 
interpretation given in the petition raises a doubt in relation to the concept of 
national security. For that reason, and without prejudice to any decision on the 
substance, the issue should be deemed admissible.

– Ask the Commission for information.


