
Petition 0733/2010 by R.T. (Romanian), bearing 3 signatures, on the potential 
violation of the right to freedom of expression in connection with the 
references made to the press in the National Defence Strategy of Romania 

The petitioner considers that the National Defence Strategy of Romania recently 
approved by the Supreme Defence Council creates the premises of abuses of the right 
to freedom of expression and information. The petitioner explains that the document 
names "ordered press campaigns aiming to denigrate state institutions" as a 
vulnerability of the Romanian state. The petitioner considers that such reference is 
unacceptable and points out that national legislation implementing the National 
Defence Strategy should follow. According to the petitioner, the document was 
drafted at the initiative of the Romanian President, and would legitimise possible 
actions by the Romanian Secret Services and other enforcement institutions against 
journalists. He calls on the European Parliament to intervene with the Romanian 
authorities in order to have them amend the document or otherwise have the 
Commission launch infringement procedures for breaches of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the European Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

Information

– The issue on which this petition is based is similar to that contained in petition 
0924/2005 and 1004/2005 which were declared admissible, their sensitive
character notwithstanding;

– Petitioner does not consent to his name being recorded on a public register 
accessible through internet.

– The proposal is still (as of September 2010) under consideration in the Romanian 
Parliament

Recommendations

– Declare admissible.
– Inform the petitioner that Article 4.2 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union stresses that national security remains the sole responsibility of 
each Member State; neither the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union or the Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms extend 
the competences of the European Union as laid down by the Treaty. However the 
interpretation given in the petition raises  a doubt in relation to the concept of 
national security. For that reason, and without prejudice to any decision on the 
substance, the issue should be deemed admissible.

– Ask the Commission for information.


