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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1310/2007 by Margaret Cronin (Irish) on the rights of children with 
special needs

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner’s son is autistic. Initially her son seemed to be making good progress with 
appropriate support at school but for some time things have been going less well because he 
has not received the support that he needs. She believes that her son is not getting an 
appropriate education although the school administration is getting a special subsidy for this 
purpose. The petitioner fears that she will have to go to court to demand an appropriate 
education for her child. However, a court case would take a long time and her son needs 
special education now. The petitioner believes it a case of the violation of the Charter of 
Rights for Persons with Autism, under which her son is entitled to accessible and appropriate 
education, as well as housing and the assistance and support necessary to live a fully 
productive life with dignity and independence.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 May 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 September 2008.

There is no exclusive Community competence in the matter of education and no specific 
European common policy to address education of autistic children. Member States are 
responsible to take measures to ensure the full enjoyment by people with disabilities of the 
right to education.

Furthermore, the Charter of Rights for Persons with Autism is not an instrument of 
Community law. 
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However, the European Community and the majority of the Member States, including Ireland, 
were among the first signatories of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, expressing commitment to comply with its provisions. In this context, it would be 
important to point at Articles 7, 19, 24, 28 of the Convention, which contain provisions on the 
rights of children with disabilities, independent living, education and housing. Once Ireland
ratifies the Convention, it will also be legally bound to comply.

Conclusions

The specific issues the petitioner raises are entirely under the competence of the Irish
government authorities at local, regional or national level.


