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Subject: Petition 1216/2008 by Paolo Brundu (Italian) on energy policy in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that despite major investment in energy policy the Italian 
Government has not invested a single centime in renewable energy and will therefore not be 
able to meet EU requirements to the effect that 25% of energy must be generated by 
renewable sources by the year 2010. The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to call 
on Italy to release funding for investment in renewable energy in order to meet the 
requirements of Directive 2001/77/EC. Failure to do so should lead to heavy penalties and the 
launching of infringement proceedings.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 15 May 2009.

The Commission's comments on the petition

In terms of policy, the Commission agrees with the petitioner that including investments in 
renewable energy in the state budget can be a means of tackling the present economic crisis 
while preparing for a more sustainable energy future. Investments in renewable energy and 
more widely in low-carbon technologies and infrastructures can help stimulating the economy 
in the short term while at the same time laying the foundation for a sustainable and more 
competitive economy in the long-term. It needs to be acknowledged that Italy applies a green 
certificate system to support renewable electricity production. The production of photovoltaic 
electricity, on the other hand, is supported with a feed-in tariff. The costs of these support 
schemes are collectively borne by electricity consumers rather than by the taxpayers, and they 
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are not part of the state budget. Hence, the efficiency of these systems can not be assessed on 
the basis of state expenditure, but rather on how the systems are applied. 
It is for Italy to decide by which means it will comply with the requirements of Directive 
2001/77/EC.

With respect to progress towards the target for the share of electricity consumption produced 
from renewable energy sources under Directive 2001/77/EC, it is to be noted that Italy, when 
setting and notifying its indicative national target as required under the Directive's Articles 
3(1) and 3(2), respectively, decided to set a lower target than the reference value of 25% 
contained in the Annex to the Directive and to base the calculation of this lower target on a 
number of specific assumptions. The Commission is currently considering what steps to take 
on the basis of an assessment of progress made by Italy and by other Member States regarding
the extent to which they have complied with their obligation to take appropriate measures to 
promote consumption of electricity from renewable energy sources in conformity with and in 
proportion to their national targets. A progress report is expected to be published by the 
Commission in spring 2009, following which the Commission will draw conclusions as to the 
necessity and possibility of opening infringement procedures.

Conclusion

The Commission acknowledges that Italy has support systems in place for renewable energy, 
which fall outside the state budget, and considers that decisions on public spending and the 
type of system to support renewable energy in order to meet the requirements of Directive 
2001/77/EC are a matter for Italy. In so far as the compliance with Directive 2001/77/EC is 
concerned, the Commission services are currently assessing progress made. If the 
requirements of this Directive are not met, the Commission may decide to initiate an 
infringement procedure.


