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Petition 1698/2012, by T. P. (Greek), on an alleged breach of Article 28 of the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights

The petitioner states that the Greek Government is breaching Article 28 of the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights (the right to collective bargaining and collective action). He says that the 
Greek Government has undemocratically adopted a law doing away with the right to 
collective bargaining and replacing it with considerably weaker arrangements. The petitioner 
asks the European Parliament to investigate whether it is lawful to undermine in this way the 
right provided for by Article 28.

Petition 1255/2012 by M. Ángeles Martínez Castells (Spanish), on behalf of Dempeus per 
la Salut Pública, bearing 2 signatures, on the public expenditure cuts in the health care 
sectors of Catalonia and Spain

The association represented by the petitioners denounces the public expenditure cuts in the 
health care sectors of both Catalonia and Spain. The petitioners warn that the implications 
will not only be negative for these regions, but also for the rest of Europe, given the freedom 
of movement and residence of European citizens in the internal market. The petitioners argue 
that other options to balance the fiscal budget, notably to increase public revenue, have not 
been exhausted by the governments in place. As a result, the petitioners denounce that the 
public expenditure cuts in the health care sectors infringe several rights guaranteed by the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights: access to health care, the right to good administration, social 
security and social services, and non-discrimination. Petitioners also point to the negative 
effects on the integration of persons with disabilities and the rights of the elderly. 

Petition 0949/2012 by Juan Campuzano Casas (Spanish), bearing 6 signatures, on 
abuses in the sale of financial instruments to clients of a savings bank

The petitioners are clients of the savings bank Caixa Laietana, which is one of the financial 
institutions that merged to form Bankia in 2010. They denounce that they were deceptively 
sold ‘preferred shares’ for a cumulative value of nearly EUR 150 000. In March 2012, the 
petitioners were reportedly told by the bank that they would lose the entire amount if they did 
not accept Bankia shares.

***



Petition 1125/2011 by Theodoros Pitikaris (Greek), on the alleged contravention of the 
EU legislation by the European Commission and the European Central Bank in the 
framework of the troika

The petitioner believes that the demands that the European Commission and the European 
Central Bank have made on Greece in the framework of the troika contravene the principles 
of EU legislation. He refers, in particular, to the abolition of the collective agreements and the 
minimum wage, redundancies of public employees, exorbitant taxes, deterioration in the 
public health service and the new property tax. The petitioner also believes that these 
requirements, which affect the most vulnerable population groups in Greece, contravene the 
European Convention on Human Rights and the Greek Constitution, and he therefore 
requests the European Parliament to intervene.

- Relevant Parliamentary Question E-9313/2011 on the abolition of the minimum wage in 
Greece. Worsening unemployment, indebtedness, and crisis as a result of the measures 
imposed by the Commission, the ECB, and the IMF

Petition 0591/2012 by Janez Vuk ( Slovenian) concerning the financial crisis

In his letter addressed to President Schulz, the petitioner highlights the role of the banking 
sector in the present financial crisis and makes some suggestions as to how to tackle it.

" Introduction of euro did not meet previous expectancies of the EU nations. It turned out to 
be harmful for the people or households as well as for economies and public sectors of the 
EU nations. The believe that the eurozone shall be the zone of relative financial stability, 
economic growth, prosperity, safety and financial-economic predictability, unfortunately 
turned out to be untrue."

" It seems obvious, that the present crisis will not be solvable just with restrictions and 
savings in public sector, and by giving more and more levers of monetary and political 
powers into the hands of the financial sector."

***

Petition 0133/2012 by Andrew Duff MEP (British), on behalf of the European Union of 
Federalists, calling on the European Parliament under Article 48(2) of the 
TEU, to initiate the formation of a fiscal union

The petitioners express their concern at the continuing financial instability and grave 
economic difficulties faced by the people of Europe. They note in particular that the new 
intergovernmental treaty should strengthen fiscal discipline although it will not address the 
problem of sovereign debt. In this context they appeal to the Parliament to use the procedures 
envisaged by the TEU for an ordinary revision of the Treaty which should have the objective 
of leading to a federal economic government which is democratically accountable to the 
European Parliament. They furthermore urge structural reforms to raise both competitiveness 
and employment levels in Europe. Lastly they urge Parliament to draw up an agenda for a 
new Constitutional Convention which would bring about these changes and restore the 
confidence of the market and of the citizens in the future of the EU


