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The European Commission's observations

Safety of buildings and construction works is the responsibility of Member States, or - in MS 
with federal structures - of regions. Therefore, it is up to the national/regional authorities to 
control and ensure the safety of bridges. The fact that this bridge is operated by a private 
company which is (or might be) responsible for the maintenance of the bridge does not 
exclude the responsibility of national/regional authorities to investigate accidents.

The statements of the petitioner that the bridge is not in conformity of EU legislation 
regarding safety standards, construction parameters, construction products and accessibility 
seem to be a misunderstanding.

The bridge was built in 1893 and - as the petitioner correctly mentions - declared by 
UNESCO as a world heritage object. There is no EU legislation covering safety aspects of 
historical monuments, the EU has no competence in this field. 

As to safety standards/construction parameters, these requirements are laid down in national 
or regional regulations. They might refer to specific technical standards, but it should be clear 
that technical standards are supporting documents, not a regulation in itself. Therefore, even if 
the petitioner might not explicitly refer to Eurocodes (structural design standards including 
construction works like bridges) these standards are only legally binding if the 
national/regional law is making their use obligatory. In addition, the information provided by 
the petitioner would not indicate that European technical standards are referring specifically 
to the problems the petitioner is mentioning.

The referred Construction Products Directive harmonises product declarations via technical 
standards. Even if CE marked construction products have been used in any maintenance 
phase, it remains the responsibility of the designer/civil engineer in charge to ensure that only 
products useful for the intended purpose are installed.

This requirement of accessibility remains also mostly the responsibility of MS. Only in the 
field of workers' protection/accessibility to work spaces, the Commission is now introducing 
specific requirements which are not yet in force.


