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21 February 2013 

 
Dear Ms Mazzoni 
 
Petitions No. 1217/2012 Mr Andy Buchan (British) on Access to Justice for 
Scottish survivors of institutional child abuse 
 
Thank you for your letter of 4 February 2013 enclosing a copy of your file on this 
petition addressed to the European Parliament’s Committee on Petitions.  Your letter 
asks for an opinion on the issues raised in Mr Buchan’s petition. 
 
It might be helpful if I start by saying that the role of the Scottish Parliament’s Public 
Petitions Committee is to consider public petitions addressed to the Scottish 
Parliament.  This Committee does not have any locus to form views on petitions 
addressed to other parliaments or bodies.  In the case of this petition, as the main 
responsibility for the subject matter lies with the Scottish Government, I would 
respectfully suggest that you may find it useful to receive an opinion from the 
relevant Minister of the Scottish Government. 
 
I am more than happy to write to the relevant Scottish Government Minister on your 
behalf seeking an opinion on the issues raised in the petition.  I will of course send 
on the opinion as soon as it is received.  I trust that this course of action meets with 
your approval. 
 
You may be interested to know that we already have a petition, addressed to the 
Scottish Parliament, calling for the Scottish Government to establish a forum, 
incorporating a compensation scheme, for all victims of institutional child abuse.  



 

The petition was lodged in August 2010 and remains under our consideration.   Over 
the last two years this Committee and its predecessor have taken evidence from the 
petitioners, Scottish Government Ministers and the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission.  I enclose a link to the petitions webpage: 
http://scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01351 
 
For now, I hope you find this helpful. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
David Stewart MSP 
Convener, Public Petitions Committee 

http://scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01351

