
Petition 1093/2011 by Mr Stefcho Minchev  (Bulgarian), against the refusal of 
the Bulgarian authorities to properly investigate the loss of the ship 
‘Hera’ in the Black Sea in February 2004

The petitioner laments the tragic loss of his son and 13 other seamen who went down 
with the ‘Hera’ in circumstances which are yet to be thoroughly and officially 
investigated by the Bulgarian authorities. He is critical of the Bulgarian judicial 
authorities for having failed to complete their investigations and he considers that his 
rights have consequently been violated. Citing Article 3 of the UN Declaration on the 
Protection of Persons from forced disappearance (1992) and the subsequent 
Convention (2006), he considers that the measures taken by the Bulgarian authorities 
were inadequate and ineffective given the circumstances of the ship’s loss.

Information

– Title VI, Article 47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights provides for all EU 
citizens to have a right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial. In this case no 
‘effective remedy’ appears to have been provided (such as a thorough and 
complete investigation) for the petitioner by the Bulgarian authorities.

– The petitioner had previously lodged petition 453/2007 with the European 
Parliament and it was debated in the presence of the petitioner during the 
previous legislature. During these discussions it emerged that the ship may have 
been sunk by military actions in waters in, or close to, Turkish territorial 
jurisdiction

– Information and documentation can be obtained by accessing ePetition under 
petition number 453-07, also tabled by the petitioner which remains open, but 
which has remained dormant since the end of the previous legislature. This new 
petition contains additional information of relevance to this case.

Recommendations

– declare admissible;
– consider with Petition 453/2007;
– write a formal request for further and complete information from the Bulgarian 

authorities through the Permanent Representative to the EU and from the Turkish 
authorities;

– Request the European Commission and the EU External Action Service for 
information on this case.


