
– Petition 1398/2013 by A R T-J (Danish) on alleged human rights violations in 
Denmark

The petitioner was married to a Danish man. Already, she states, during the marriage her now 
ex-husband used violence against her and their children. In 2008 the man was convicted for 
violence against their own children and again in 2012 for violence against another child under 
the age of 18. The petitioner also states that her ex-husband sexually abused their daughter 
and that he has recorded the abuse on video. The police were alerted but failed to take action. 
The municipal social service was aware of the violence against the petitioner and her 
children, but did nothing to help her. After she went to the police again the Statsforvaltningen 
(State Administration) got involved and suspended visits of the daughter to her father 
temporarily for brief periods. Later this suspension was removed despite the fact that the 
convictions for abuse were known. The petitioner has appeared before the Fogedretten 
(enforcement court) many times because of appeals by her husband. The Fogedretten 
determined that the children must have contact with the violent ex-husband. The man has 
harassed, threatened and verbally abused the petitioner's family members and has stalked and 
threatened her friends. However, when the petitioner tried to get a restraining order from 
Danish police this was not granted. The petitioner states that instead of protecting her family 
from the abuse the Danish authorities placed her older children into foster care. She has been 
informed that a new case has been filed by her ex-husband to have their daughter live 
permanently with him. The petitioner argues that Denmark does not follow the same 
principles of law as other EU Member States. She asks for help from the European 
Parliament and proposed a number of measures that should be taken to improve the situation 
in Denmark. 

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– consider with other petitions concerning international child custody issues in Denmark, 

including 0965/2011, 1078/2012, 0939/2013, 0944/2013, 1089/2013 and 1235/2013.


