
– Petition 1547/2013 by L E (Danish) on human rights violations on her and her 
children in Denmark 

The petitioner who is a mother of three boys gives an account of the violence and the abuse 
she and her children had to endure from her now ex-partner.  Her ex-partner had started 
beating her and her older sons when she was pregnant with the youngest. After she  left him 
her ex began to stalk and terrorise her and the children and sexually abused her three year old 
son. . Even though it has been confirmed by a child expert that the child had been abused, the 
Danish police and State Administration (Statsforvaltningen) took no action, they did not even 
order the visits with the father to be supervised. The petitioner states that she risks going to 
prison for up to 13 years unless she drops her accusation of abuse and allows her youngest on 
unsupervised visits with his father. The petitioner submitted a complaint the court 
(Ankerstyrelsen) about the Statsforvalting's decision and behaviour, but the court did nothing 
to investigate. She states that until now the police have done nothing to protect her and her 
children. The petitioner requests the Parliament's intervention in this intolerable situation, 
which affects many women and their children in Denmark from all segments of Danish 
society. She argues that Denmark has failed to provide effective remedies and protection 
from her ex-partner and that Denmark has passively neglected its "positive" obligations under 
European Union law. She requests that:

-  Denmark stops imprisoning victims of domestic violence and victims of child abuse at the 
request of the perpetrator of the abuse, and instead starts to effectively protect such victims;

- domestic violence and child abuse training for Danish authorities should be provided, for 
instance for Fogedretten, Statsforvaltningen, Danish courts and social services, in particular 
aimed at situations where the abusive man is Danish and makes use of the Danish system to 
continue his domestic violence by proxy attacks on the mother and children;

- effective laws are introduced and applied in the Danish legal and social system for the 
immediate protection of female victims and their children of domestic and child abuse by 
Danish men;

- effective laws and measures are introduction and applied in Denmark immediately with a 
view to prevent and effective respond to domestic violence, abuse and child abuse, in her 
specific case and in general; 

- urgent measures are taken in Denmark aimed at protecting the female victims and their 
children from human rights violations and the potentially "irreparable" harm that is done to 
them by abusive ethnic Danish men. Denmark cannot go on ignoring the right of women and 
children to be free from mental and physical abuse only to ensure "contact" of children with 
an ethnic Danish man who is an abuser. Denmark today imprisons the victims at the request 
of the abusers. 

The petitioner states that she is aware of other cases of mothers and children, who are being 
violently abused and stalked in Denmark at the hands of ethnic Danish men who are able to 
use the Danish system to commit crimes against them and their children. According to the 



petitioner in Denmark today there is no protection, no justice system and no social system for 
survivors of domestic violence and child abuse by ethnic Danish men. The petitioner asks for 
a full investigation by the European Parliament of what is really happening to children and 
women in Denmark at the hands of ethnic Danish men, and the behaviour of Danish 
authorities, who she claims are committing human rights violations against her children and 
herself.  

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– consider with other petitions concerning international child custody issues in Denmark, 

including 0965/2011, 1078/2012, 0939/2013, 0944/2013, 1089/2013, 1235/2013 and 
1398/2013.


