
– Petition 1656/2013 by K. H. (Danish) on the right of her child being heard and 
protected under the UN Convention on the rights of the child  

The petitioner is a single mother who has never lived with the father of her son and 
who was never married to him. She describes how over the years her son has been 
abused by his father and how the Danish State Administration, the communal social 
service, the police and the judges have stood by without taking appropriate action 
despite the very serious concerns of teachers, doctors and psychologists and 
indications by the boy himself. Instead the authorities kept insisting on contacts with 
the father who was even granted full parental responsibility by a judge. When the 
petitioner and her son had moved away from the father to live in another town, the 
boy was collected by a judge with the use of force from his school and delivered to 
the abusive father. The mother was accused of kidnapping her child and she was 
threatened with fines and imprisonment if she does not agree with her child having 
contact with the father. The child was heard by several experts but the State 
Administration and the competent judge would not listen to the child's plea not to be 
brought back to his father. Furthermore, the audio-visual material with the hearings of 
the boy, which was to be used as evidence in a court case, was destroyed. According 
to the petitioner the acts of the Danish authorities contravene the UN Convention on 
the rights of the child and other human rights conventions. She asks the European 
Parliament to investigate. 

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– consider with other petitions concerning international child custody issues in Denmark, 

including 0965/2011, 1078/2012, 0939/2013, 0944/2013, 1089/2013, 1235/2013, 
1398/2013, 1547/2013, 1564/2013 and 1630/2013.


