
Petition Nr. 1845/2013 by Roland Egger (Austrian), on behalf of 
"atomstopp_oberoesterreich", bearing 14658 signatures, on a single EU-wide insurance 
about civil liability arising from accidents in nuclear power plants 

The petitioners assert that nuclear power plants are massively underinsured and insurance 
amounts vary greatly between member states, depending on the international conventions on 
nuclear liability that each state chooses to apply. However, it is common ground in all 
conventions that if in the event of a nuclear accident the insurance is insufficient and the 
managing company goes bankrupt, then all additional costs are born by the public. It is 
therefore their request that the European Parliament appeals to the European Commission for 
the preparation of a proposal of a Regulation for the obligatory civil liability insurance of 
each reactor in the EU for the minimal amount of 400 billion Euros per reactor. This amount 
shall apply uniformly to all member states and cover all risks related to nuclear accidents, but 
also to the normal every day operation of reactors and its consequences (transport of nuclear 
waste, provisional storage and risk of minimal exposure). 

Information:
- The European Union attaches great importance to improving the safety of nuclear 
installations and especially nuclear power plants. For this reason it has already adopted a set 
of binding rules aimed at preserving and promoting a high level of security in this area at 
European level (Directive 2009/71/EURATOM of 25 June 2009 establishing a Community 
framework for the nuclear safety of nuclear plants). A proposal to amend the Directive has 
already been submitted and is being processed (see document COM (2013) 343 final).
- DG Energy of the European Commission launched a public consultation on online security 
and redress damages from accidents at nuclear power plants. Citizens had the opportunity to 
respond to the online questionnaire until 22 October 2013.
- The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) of the European Parliament has 
prepared a draft resolution which was adopted by the European Parliament on 14 March 
2013.

Recommendations:
– declare admissible·
– request information from the European Commission  
– inform the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) of the European 

Parliament 
– inform the petitioner about the initiative of DG Energy and the respective resolution of 

the European Parliament


