
– Petition 0771/2012 by Maurizio Lancellotti (Italian), on a projected 
landfill site at Pian dell'Olmo, Riano, north of Rome

The Committee heard petitioners incriminating the Malagrotta landfill site outside
Rome (0273/2010) in January 2011. Its closure is scheduled for June 2012, after a 
first prolongation. As things stand, it looks like there might have to be a second 
prolongation of its operation for a few months. A fierce political battle is raging 
regarding the appropriate measures to absorb the waste produced by the city of Rome 
and to prevent a further waste emergency. The Minister for the Environment has 
produced a waste management plan which foresees a significant increase in recycling 
of waste in the medium term. In the meantime, the authorities will have to resort to 
continue with landfilling and are exploring alternative sites. In May 2012 the 
Committee heard petitioners protesting against the Corcolle site and the position of 
the Prefect of Rome who was also special commissioner for waste. Since then a new 
commissioner has been nominated and the project at Corcolle - less than a kilometre 
away from the Hadrian Villa - abandoned.

The most recent proposal is to use a disaffected quarry at Pian dell'Olmo, on the edge 
of the locality of Riano, north of Rome. The present petition puts forward a series of 
arguments, why the site is not in compliance with the requirements of EU legislation:  

The site is the property of the COLARI company, which also owns Malagrotta. 
COLARI applied for an operating permit for a landfill in October 2009, which was 
refused in February 2011 for archaeological, historical and landscape aspects 
according to two criteria and environmental aspects according to two criteria. Earlier
preliminary analyses of requests for operating permits found the following negative 
factors: proximity to habitations, settlements, acquifiers and archaeological sites. A 
further analysis found that the quarry would require considerable preliminary work to 
prepare it for receiving waste, which is incompatible with the urgency of finding an 
alternative to Malagrotta. And finally, the access road infrastructure is inadequate for 
the volume of traffic a landfill site would bring. 

Information

– The petition was declared admissible by the Coordinators at their meeting on 
June 19, 2012. It is due to be discussed in the meeting of 12 July, 2012. The 
petitioners and representatives of the authorities have been invited.

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;


